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them. I a m  sorry. I w a s  so a n x i o u s  to  h e a r  S e n a t o r  L i n d s a y ' s  
c o m m e n t s ,  I f o r g o t  to p a u s e  fo r  that. S e n a t o r  L indsay.

S E N A T O R  L I N D S A Y :  T h a n k  you, Mr. S p e a k e r .  T h i s  w o u l d  b e  an
a p p r o p r i a t e  t i m e  t o  w a i v e  o f f  so y o u  c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  t h o s e  
c o m m e n t s ,  b u t  I w o n ' t  d o  that. T h e . . . p i c k i n g  u p  w h a t  we  h a v e  
b e e n  d i s c u s s i n g ,  I t h i n k  it is v e r y  c l e a r  w e  ar e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
p o o r . . . p o o r  wom e n ,  b u t  e v e n  if w e  ar e  n o t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  
a b s o l u t e l y  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  a n y t h i n g ,  l e t ' s  l o o k  at th e  p o l i c y  
b e h i n d  it, an d  t h a t  is t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  v a l u e  of p r e n a t a l  
care. P r e n a t a l  care, f o r . . . f o r  t h o s e  of y o u  I t h i n k  m o s t  of yo u  
a r e  a l r e a d y  a w a r e  of it, p r e n a t a l  c a r e  g e n e r a l l y  is m u c h  m o r e  
c o s t  e f f i c i e n t  in t h e  l o n g  r u n  t h a n  is th e  d e n i a l  of p r e n a t a l  
care, w h i c h  en d s  u p  w i t h  p r e m a t u r e  b i r t h s  w h i c h  c o s t  an e n o r m o u s  
a m o u n t  of mon e y ,  m u c h  m o r e  so t h a n  t h e  p r e n a t a l  care. W h e n  y o u  
ar e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  p r e n a t a l  care, in th e  s c h e m e  of things, y o u  
ar e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a v e r y  sma l l  a m o u n t  of m o n e y  t h a t  is n e c e s s a r y  
fo r  t h a t  care, y e t  y o u  l o o k  at on e  p r e m a t u r e  ba b y ,  w h o  is h o o k e d  
u p  to  al l  s o r t s  of m a c h i n e s  a n d  w i t h  th e  t y p e s  of c a r e  t h a t  m a y  
b e  n e c e s s a r y ,  y o u  e a s i l y ... e a s i l y  go  a b o v e  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  and. 
o f t e n t i m e s ,  m u c h  h i g h e r  t h a n  that. S o  t h e  c o s t  s a v i n g s  b y  
e l i m i n a t i n g  so m e  f r o m  p r e n a t a l  c a ^ e  ca n  b e  e a t e n  v e r y  q u i c k l y  in 
t h e  on e  or tw o  p r e v e n t a b l e  p r e m a t u r e  b i r t h s .  So, r e g a r d l e s s ,  
r e g a r d l e s s  of w h e t h e r  y o u  t h i n k  p o o r  w o m e n  a r e  g e t t i n g  to o  m u c h  
or t o o  l i t t l e  or w h a t e v e r ,  lo o k  at it f r o m  t h e  s t a t e ' s  v i e w p o i n t  
in ar e  we  m a k i n g  a w i s e  c h o i c e  in t h e  lo n g  r u n  or e v e n  in t h e  
s h o r t  ru n  b e c a u s e  as s o o n  as y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  cut off, it is
le s s  t h a n  a f i s c a l  y e a r  a w a y  b e f o r e  w e  w o u l d  s t a r t  s e e i n g  so m e
of t h e  resu l t s .  B u t  if w e  ca n  p r e v e n t  on e  or two p r e m a t u r e  
b i r t h s  w i t h  t h i s  e x p e n s i v e  M e d i c a i d  c o v e r e d  care, we  w i l l  h a v e  
p a i d  fo r  w h a t  w e  a r e . . . f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  t h a t  I t h i n k  
is i m p o r t a n t  to  note, if w e  c a n  p r e v e n t  that. A n d  I t h i n k  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I am  f a m i l i a r  with, a n d  I a m  s v c e  S e n a t o r  P i r s c h  
w i l l  c o r r e c t  m e  if I am wrong, b u t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I a m . . .that 
I've r e a d  says t h a t  p r e n a t a l  ca r e  d o e s  p r e v e n t  ^ a b s t a n t i a l l y  or, 
e x c u s e  me, no t  p r e v e n t ,  r e d u c e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  n u m b e r  of 
p r e m a t u r e  bir t h s .  S o  I w o u l d . . . I  w o u l d  u r g e  y o u  w h e n  y o u  are 
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  to just c o n s i d e r  w h e t h e r  it is a w i s e  
p o l i c y  f i s c a l l y  f o r  t h e  state, a n d  a r e  w e  b e i n g  p e n n y  w i s e  an d
p o u n d  f o o l i s h  in t h e  a d o p t i o n  of t h e  a m e n d m e n t .  I w o u l d  u r g e
y o u  t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  AM1 1 1 3 .

S P E A K E R  W I T H E M :  T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  L i n d s a y .  S e n a t o r  Crosby.

S E N A T O R  C R O S B Y :  T h a n k  you, Mr. S p e a k e r  a n d  m e m b e r s .  I d o n ' t
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