
A p r i l  21, 19 9 5  LB  658

o p p o s i t i o n  to it at t h a t  t i m e  a n d  t h o s e  o f  us  w h o  f a v o r  th e  
a m e n d m e n t  e x p r e s s e d  ou r  r e a s o n s  f o r  f a v o r i n g  it. F i r s t  of all, 
I am  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  in d e a l - m a k i n g .  I am  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  is g o i n g  to  s e r v e  a b e n e f i c i a l  an d  w o r t h w h i l e  
p u r p o s e .  T h e  b e n e f i c i a l  a n d  w o r t h w h i l e  p u r p o s e  s e r v e d  b y  th e  
l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  S e n a t o r  P i r s c h  is t r y i n g  t o  s t r i k e  is to m a k e  
p r e n a t a l  c a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p o o r  women. I f i n d  it k i n d  of 
ironic, a n d  I k n o w  S e n a t o r  P i r s c h  d i d n ' t  p l a n  it t h i s  way, b u t  
at a t i m e  w h e n  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e  w r i n g i n g  t h e i r  
h a n d s  a n d  m o u r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  d i e d  in t h a t  e x p l o s i o n  
in O k l a h o m a  City, w e  h a v e  a p r o p o s a l  b e f o r e  us  t o  t a k e  a w a y  
n e e d e d  p r e n a t a l  c a r e  f r o m  p o o r  w o m e n  w h o  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  it. T h e  
v e r y  t e r m i n o l o g y  of t h e  b i l l  l e t ' s  us  k n o w  t o  w h o m  th e  b i l l  is 
a d d r e s s e d  a n d  for w h o m  it is i n t e n d e d .  If a w o m e n  d o e s  n o t  m e e t  
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  r e l a t i v e  t o  p o v e r t y ,  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  n o t  apply, 
a n d  if N e b r a s k a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s e n a t o r s  w h o  h a v e  a d o p t e d  S e n a t o r  
P i r s c h ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  w h a t  t h e y  ca l l  p r o - l i f e  i s s u e s  m e a n  
w h a t  t h e y  say, t h e y  s h o u l d  be  m o r e  w i l l i n g  t h a n  I, if t h a t  w e r e  
p o s s i b l e ,  w h i c h  I t h i n k  it ' s  not, b u t  f o r  t h e  sa k e  of 
d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  m o r e  w i l l i n g  t h a n  I a m  to p r o v i d e  
t h a t  c a r e  to  p o o r  w o m e n  w h i c h  w i l l  h e l p  t h e m  c a r r y  a p r e g n a n c y  
t o  t e r m  a n d  h a v e  a g r e a t e r  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  d e l i v e r i n g  a h e a l t h y  
baby. W e  a r e  s u p p o s e d l y ,  b a s e d  o n  th e  p o l i c y  of t h i s  state, 
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h a t  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  to as an u n b o r n  
child. L e t  m e  a s k  S e n a t o r  P i r s c h  a q u e s t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  I h a v e  
n e v e r  h a d  a c h i l d  a n d  she h a s  h a d  six. S e n a t o r  Pir s c h ,  w h a t  
d o e s  th e  t e r m  p r e n a t a l  r e f e r  to?

S E N A T O R  PIR S C H :  B e f o r e  t h e  b i r t h  of t h e  ch i l d .

S E N A T O R  C H A M B E R S :  Okay, I t h o u g h t . . . I  ju s t  w a n t e d  t o  be  s u r e
t h a t  I a m  n o t  p u t t i n g  m y s e l f  on  t h e  e n d  o f  a p l a n k  that w i l l  be  
c u t  o f f  f r o m  m e  b e c a u s e  I d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  I a m  t a l k i n g  about.

S E N A T O R  PIRSCH: T h a t  w a s  easy.

S E N A T O R  C H A M B E R S :  A n d  t h a t  is th e  o n l y  q u e s t i o n  I w a n t e d  to as k
you. So  S e n a t o r  P i r s c h  a n d  I a g r e e  on  w h a t  p r e n a t a l  means. L e t  
m e  a s k  S e n a t o r  P i r s c h  a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  w h i c h  is just as easy. 
S e n a t o r  P i r s c h ,  u n d e r  t h e  l a n g u a g e  of t h i s  bill, are we  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t  w o m e n  w h o  c o u l d  b e  d e s c r i b e d  as p o o r ?

S P E A K E R  WIT H E M :  S e n a t o r  Pirsch.

S E N A T O R  PIRSCH: T h a t  d e p e n d s  on w h a t  s t a n d a r d  yo u  ar e  using,
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