
S E N A T O R  K R I S T E N S E N :  T h a n k  you. N o w  l e t  me, just to se t  the
p r o c e s s  in m o t i o n  her e ,  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s i g n a t u r e s  on th e  
p e t i t i o n  w h e n  t h e y  g e t  t u r n e d  in t o  a c o u n t y  c l e r k  an d  w e ' r e  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p r e s u m p t i o n  of  w h e t h e r  t h o s e  s i g n a t u r e s ,  at 
t h e  t i m e  t h e y ' r e  t u r n e d  in, ar e  v a l i d  or i n v a l i d  b a s e d  u p o n  h o w  
t h e y ' r e  signed. L e t ' s  u s e  t h e  "Cap" D i e r k s  e x a m p l e .  T h e  c l e r k  
t a k e s  a l o o k  at  that, it is s i g n e d  "Cap" b u t  it ' s  n o t  M e r t o n  a n d  
so t h e  p r e s u m p t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  S c h i m e k  a m e n d m e n t ,  t h e  w a y  it is 
r i g h t  now, is t h a t ' s  invalid. T h a t  c a n  b e  r e b u t t e d  b y  c r e d i b l e  
e v i d e n c e  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  State. Is t h a t  t h e  w a y  it is r i g h t  
n o w ?

S E N A T O R  BROMM: I b e l i e v e  it is.

S E N A T O R  K R I S T E N S E N :  Okay. A n d  then, w i t h  y o u r  a m e n d m e n t
t h o u g h ,  y o u  d o  a w a y  w i t h  t h a t  p r e s u m p t i o n ,  so it d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r  
w h a t  t h e  p r e s u m p t i o n  is at t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  level, w h a t ' s  
i m p o r t a n t  is th e  p r e s u m p t i o n  at t h e  c o u n t y  c l e r k  level, i s n ' t  
it? B e c a u s e  h o w . . .does t h e  c o u n t y  c l e r k  c o u n t  t h a t  v o t e  or  not, 
or t h a t  s i g n a t u r e ,  a n d  t h a t ' s  w h e r e  it's s o  i m p o r t a n t  to  h a v e  a 
p r e s u m p t i o n  is t o  g i v e  t h a t  m i n i s t e r i a l  d u t y  s o m e  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  
t h e n  y o u  r e b u t  t h e  p r e s u m p t i o n .  A n d  as I r e a d  w h a t  y o u ' r e  d o i n g  
h e r e  is y o u  m o v e  t h e . . . y o u  p u t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  c o m p l i a n c e  f a c t o r  
in at t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  w h i c h  is p r o b a b l y  okay, w h i c h  is 
w h a t  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  to  d o  any w a y ,  but, in  e f f e c t ,  y o u ' v e  d o n e  
a w a y  w i t h  al l  p r e s u m p t i o n s  at t h e  c o u n t y  l e v e l  an d  t h a t ' s  w h e r e  
it is i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  y o u  n e e d  t o  g i v e  s o m e  d i r e c t i o n  to  t h a t  
c l e r k  w h e t h e r  t h e y  c o u n t  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  or not. B u t  a m  I of f  
b a s e  on  t h a t ?

S E N A T O R  BRO M M :  Well, at first, I t h o u g h t  just as y o u  d i d  an d
w h e n  I t a l k e d  to  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  a n d  r e a d  it again, I 
t h i n k  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is t h a t  t h a t  
l a n g u a g e  w e ' r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  in t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  r e f e r s  a n d  wa s  
i n t e n d e d  to r e f e r  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e .  If y o u  b a c k  u p  to 
l i n e  10 or t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  p r i o r  sent e n c e ,  S e n a t o r  
K r i s t e n s e n , ...

S E N A T O R  K R I S T E N S E N :  Okay.

S E N A T O R  BROMM: . . . t h e r e  is a p r e s u m p t i o n  t h e r e  a n d  it says, th e
s i g n a t u r e  a n d  a d d r e s s  s h a l l  b e  p r e s u m e d  to  b e  valid, p r e s u m e d  to 
b e  v a l i d  if t h e  e l e c t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n e r  or  c o u n t y  c l e r k  f i n d s  th e  
p r i n t e d  name, s t r e e t  a n d  n u m b e r  or v o t i n g  p r e c i n c t ,  city,

51 1 0


