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to  close.

S E N A T O R  B E U T L E R :  S e n a t o r  W i t h e m ,  m e m b e r s  of  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,
t w o  s p o k e  in o p p o s i t i o n  t o  it a n d  r e a l l y  it is d i f f i c u l t  to 
a d d r e s s  t h i s  a g a i n  b e c a u s e  I a m  not s u r e  t h e r e  w a s  a n y t h i n g  
s u b s t a n t i v e l y  s a i d  a g a i n s t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t .  S e n a t o r  S c h i m e k  d i d  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s h e  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it h a d  e n o u g h  p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n  
a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  It w a s  d e b a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  at so m e  
l e n g t h  o n  t h e  floor. It h a s  b e e n  b e f o r e  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  
C o m m i t t e e  o n  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  t w i c e  w i t h  s o m e  p e o p l e  in f a v o r  of 
it, s o m e  p e o p l e  a g a i n s t  it. T h e  f i r 3 t  t i m e  I p r e s e n t e d  it, I 
t h i n k  it wa s  a b r a n d  n e w  id e a  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  C o m m i t t e e ;  
t h i s  time, t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  v o t e s  for it. I t h i n k  t h e r e  is an 
e m e r g i n g  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  w i t h  p a i d  c i r c u l a t o r s  w e  h a v e  no  
h a n d l e  o n  t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  
t h e  t w o - t i e r  s y s t e m  w i l l  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t s  is 5 0 - 5 0  at 
best. I a m  v o t i n g  f o r  it. I am  w i l l i n g  t o  t r y  it. I t h i n k  it 
is a v e r y  s e n s i b l e  idea, b u t  if it is s t r i c k e n ,  y o u  ar e  g o i n g  to  
h a v e  a lo w  p e t i t i o n  t o t a l  t o  d e a l  with, a n d  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  to  
h a v e  t h a t  low p e t i t i o n  t o t a l  t o  d e a l  w i t h  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
p a i d  c i r c u l a t o r s .  A n d  it w i l l  t h e n  b e  p o s s i b l e  fo r  v e r y  nar r o w ,  
w e l l - f i n a n c e d ,  but, p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y ,  n a r r o w  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  to, 
in r a p i d - f i r e  s u c c e s s i o n ,  p u t  c o n t i n u i n g  p e t i t i o n s  b e f o r e  th e  
p e o p l e .  It is n o t  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  t h a t  m u c h  m o n e y  to d o  it, an d  
t h e y  w i l l  b e  d o i n g  it, a n d  t h e y  w i l l  t i m e  it so t h a t  th e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  n o  r e s p o n s e .  S o m e t i m e s  w e  w i l l  b e  c a u g h t  
c o m p l e t e l y  of f  g u a r d  o n  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  t h a t  we  h a v e  n o t  e v e n  
b e e n  a s k e d  to  d e a l  with. S o m e t i m e s  w e  w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  a s k e d  to 
d e a l  w i t h  it. O t h e r  tim e s ,  we  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a s k e d  t o  d e a l  
w i t h  it. So, ag a i n ,  all t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  d o e s  is s a y s . . . i t  
c h a n g e s  t h e  t i m e  frame, it just m o v e s  it u p  a l i t t l e  bit, an d  
says, let ' s  g e t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  f i l e d  n i n e  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  th e  
e l e c t i o n  d a t e  i n s t e a d  of  fou r  m c n t h s . A n d  I s u g g e s t  to y o u  t h a t  
it is g o i n g  to  h a v e  t w o  v e r y  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t s ,  in a d d i t i o n  to 
a l l o w i n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  m a t t e r  an d  p r e s e n t  an 
a l t e r n a t i v e  a m e n d m e n t .  F i r s t  o f  all, it w i l l  st a r t  th e  p u b l i c  
d e b a t e  v e r y  e a r l y  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  w i l l  k n o w  w h a t  th e  p r o p o s i t i o n  
is a n d  t h e y  w i l l  k n o w  it h a s  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  w i t h  the r e q u i s i t e  
n u m b e r  o f  s i g n a t u r e s .  A n d  t h e n  if t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  e n t e r s  into 
t h e  d e b a t e ,  w e  w i l l  h a v e  a v e r y  e a r l y  a n d  a v e r y  t h o r o u g h  p u b l i c  
d e b a t e  o n  these, as o p p o s e d  to  q u i t e  often, as yo u  an d  I, an d  
al l  of u s  know, o f t e n t i m e s  it is t w o  or t h r e e  w e e k s  b e f o r e  th e  
e l e c t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  d e b a t e  on t h e s e  m a t t e r s  r e a l l y  g e a r s  u p  an d  
p e o p l e  r e a l l y  s t a r t  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  it. A n d  b y  th a t  p o i n t  in 
time, t h e n  it b e c o m e s  a l m o s t  a q u e s t i o n  of m o n e y  w i n n i n g ,  t h a t


