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w i l l  b e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e v a l u a t e  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s ,  an d  1 d o n ' t  
se e  a n y t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  a l l o w i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  of tim<s for- 
d i s c u s s i n g  a c h a n g e  to t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I d o n ’t k n o w  w h e t h e r  
S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r  w a s  b e i n g  s y m b o l i c  w h e n  he  s e l e c t e d  n i n e  m o n t h s  
b e c a u s e  t h a t  is t h e  a v e r a g e  g e s t a t i o n a l  p e r i o d  lo r  th e  b r i n g i n g  
i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  of a h u m a n  being. In a way, it 3 b r i n g i n g  in t o  
t h e  wo r l d ,  or  a t t e m p t i n g  to  d o  so i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  w o r l d  of 
N e b r a s k a  a b r a n d  n e w  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
a n d  I t h i n k  it is n o t  t o o  l o n g  a p e r i o d  of tim. . T h e r e  is an
e a g e r n e s s  on  t h e  p a r t  of so m e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  b o d y  to  h a v e  a
bill, a n y  k i n d  of bi l l ,  t h a t  s e e m s  t o  m a k e  it e a s i e r  to a m e n d
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I k n o w  th a t  S e n a t o r  D i e r k s  h a s  s o m e b o d y  in
h i s  d i s t r i c t  w h o  is r e a l l y  h e a t e d  u p  a b o u t  t h i s  a n d  I c a n  
u n d e r s t a n d  w h e n  th e  s p u r s  ar e  a p p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  s t e e d  w i l l  m o v e  
f a s t e r ;  s o m e t i m e  it w i l l  buck. I am t h e  kind, w h o  a l l o w i n g  
m y s e l f  t o  b e  a n a l o g i z e d  in t h a t  m a n n e r ;  if s p u r s  a r e  a p p l i e d  to  
me, I a m  g o i n g  to g e t  r i d  of t h e  o n e  w h o  is p u t t i n g  t h e  s p u r s  to  
me. O t h e r s  w h o  ar e  m o r e  a m e n a b l e  to  t h a t  k i n d  of p r o d d i n g  w i l l  
just r u n  fas t e r .  W e  s h o u l d  n o t  r u n  in h a s t e  t o  a m e n d  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I l i s t e n e d  t o  w h a t  S e n a t o r  D i e r k s  said, a n d  I 
d i d n ' t  h e a r  a s i n g l e  a r g u m e n t  a g a i n s t  th e  w i s d o m  of d o i n g  this. 
I d i d n ' t  h e a r  a s i n g l e  a r g u m e n t  b y  h i m  s h o w i n g  t h e  w i s d o m  of 
k e e p i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  w h e r e  y o u  h a v e  a n  i n d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d  
of  t i m e  t o  c i r c u l a t e  t h e s e  p e t i t i o n s  a n d  t h e n  a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  
p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  b e f o r e  it is a c t u a l l y  p l a c e d  o n  th e  bal l o t .  
B e f o r e  it is p l a c e d  on  t h e  b a l l o t ,  it is just s o m e t h i n g  out 
t h e r e  b e i n g  c i r c u l a t e d ,  t a l k e d  about, a n d  it m a y  n e v e r  c o m e  to 
f r u i t i o n  in t e r m s  of a p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  th e  
v o t e r s .  W h e n  S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r  b r i n g s  us  a p r o p o s a l  like this, I 
w i s h  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  to  loo k  at  w h a t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  says, 
a n d  t h e n  a r g u e  fo r  or a g a i n s t  it o n  t h a t  bas i s ,  i n s t e a d  of 
s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  w a y  is th e  w a y  it h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  o r  th e  
o l d  w a y  w a s  b e t t e r  t h a n  th e  p r e s e n t  w a y  a n d  w e  n e e d  to  g o  b a c k  
t o  t h e  o l d  w a y  b e c a u s e  it w a s  t h e r e  f o r  s u c h  a lo n g  time. T h a t  
is n o t  a g o o d  a r g u m e n t .  I am  g o i n g  to  l i s t e n  b e c a u s e  I t h i n k  
S e n a t o r  D i e r k s  m a y  g i v e  u s  some a d d i t i o n a l  e n l i g h t e n m e n t ,  a n d  I 
w a n t  to b e  f a i r  in h a v i n g  m y  m i n d  o p e n  to  w h a t  he  says, b u t  t h u s  
far, I h a v e n ' t  h e a r d  f r o m  h i m  w h a t  I c o n s i d e r  an a r g u m e n t  even.

S P E A K E R  W I T H E M :  O n e  minute.

S E N A T O R  C H A M B E R S :  S e n a t o r  b e u t l e r  h a s  g i v e n  a r a t i o n a l e  fo r
w h a t  it is h e  is doi n g .  H i s  r a t i o n a l e  h a s  b e e n  p e r s u a s i v e  to 
me. T h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h i s  ide a  w a s  b r o a c h e d ,  I r e j e c t e d  it o u t  of 
hand, a n d  I h a v e  to sa y  t h a t  I h a d  n o t  r e a l l y  t h o u g h t  it t h r o u g h
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