
w a n t  t o  t r y  t h i s  to  c h a n g e  b e h a v i o r s  a n d  d o  t h i s  w h o l e  k i n d  of 
t h i n g  t h a t  I h e a r  o u t  of t h e  p e o p l e  I' v e  t a l k e d  to  at t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  of S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  w e  n e e d  t o  t r a i n  t h e s e  peo p l e ,  
t h e y  a l w a y s  sa y  that, y o u  know, in t h i s  p h r a s e ,  h o w  t o  u s e  t h e i r  
money. Wel l ,  t h e r e ' s  p e o p l e  o n  t h i s  f l o o r  w h o  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  to  
u s e  t h e i r  m o n e y  y e t  a n d  a r e n ' t  b a l a n c i n g  t h e i r  c h e c k b o o k s ,  so 
w h a t  a r e  we  g o i n g  to  do, p u t  t h e m  i n t o  c l a s s e s  to  t r a i n  t h e m  h o w  
to  d o  t h i s ?  Y o u  k n o w  t h i s  is s o m e t h i n g  t o  m e  tha t  is m o r e  
p a t e r n a l i s t i c ,  y o u  kno w ,  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of e v e r y b o d y  
a n d  s h o w  t h e m  h o w  t o  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  c h a n g e  t h e i r  b e h a v i o r s  
t h i n k i n g  t h a t  is w r o n g - h e a d e d  t h i n k i n g ,  a n d  I w o n ' t  a g r e e  w i t h  
it. A n d  I w i l l  v o t e  f o r  S e n a t o r  J a n s s e n ' s  a m e n d m e n t  to  d o  a w a y  
w i t h  it, n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  I k n o w  in a y e a r ' s  t i m e  t h i s  is g o i n g  
t o  b e  a m o o t  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  w e  ar e  g o i n g  t o  h o p e f u l l y  g o  to 
e l e c t r o n i c  b e n e f i t s  t r a n s f e r ,  a n d  m y  a m e n d m e n t  just s i m p l y  says 
le t ' s  p u t  in a s y s t e m  of h o w  t h i s  is g o i n g  to  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  
So  it ' s  a l r e a d y  g o i n g  t o  b e  a m o o t  q u e s t i o n  i n  a year. B u t  a l s o  
b e c a u s e  I just a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  t h i n k i n g  o f  g i v i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  
c a s h  v o u c h e r s ...

P R E S I D E N T  ROB A K :  O n e  minute.

S E N A T O R  WIT E K :  ...for m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s .  N u m b e r  one, it's
n o t  g o i n g  t o  b e  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e .  If y o u ' r e  goincy to h i r e  m o r e  
p e o p l e  a n d  th e  r e a s o n  is g o i n g  to  b e  to  h e l p  p e o p l e  l e a r n  h o w  to 
u s e  re a l  cash, p e o p l e  k n o w  h o w  to  u s e  r e a l . . . m y  k i d s  k n o w  h o w  to  
u s e  re a l  cash, at l e a s t  t h e y  d o  it p r e t t y  we l l ,  b e t t e r  t h a n  I 
c a n  a f f o r d  to  k e e p  u p  w i t h  t h e m  on. B u t  i t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  I t h i n k  
p e o p l e  a l r e a d y  k n o w  h o w  t o  u s e  cash, t h a t  i s n ' t  w h a t  t h i s  is 
about, f o o d  s t a m p s  a r e  a b o u t  h e l p i n g  p e o p l e  b u y  food, p e o p l e  w h o  
fo r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  it, a n d  t h a t ' s  w h a t  t h e  w h o l e  
p r o g r a m  w a s  a b o u t  a n d  t h a t ' s  w h y  w e  i m p l e m e n t e d  it at t h e  
f e d e r a l  level, a n d  t h a t ' s  w h a t  it w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  be. A n d  if 
w e  c a n  g e t  to  a p o i n t  w h e r e  we  u s e  e l e c t r o n i c  b e n e f i t s  t r a n s f e r  
i n  o r d e r  t o  d e l i v e r  tha t ,  t h a t ' s  w h a t  is g o i n g  t o  happen. A n d  I 
t h i n k  it w i l l  b e  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  w e  w i l l  
b e  a b l e  t o  h a v e  m o r e  t r a c k i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  s y s t e m  a n d  
h o p e f u l l y  le s s  f r a u d  in t h e  s y s t e m  a n d  t a k e  c a r e  of s o m e  of 
t h e s e  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  w e  have. B u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  to 
c h a n g e  a n y  of t h a t  w i t h  c h a n g i n g  it f r o m  o n e  paper, w h i c h  is a 
f o o d  s t a m p  p a p e r ,  to cash, w h i c h  is a p a p e r .  So I w i l l  be  
v o t i n g  f o r  S e n a t o r  J a n s s e n ' s  a m e n d m e n t  a n d  I k i n d  of am a m a z e d  
at s o m e  of th e  c o m m e n t s ...

P R E S I D E N T  ROB A K :  Time.
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