
s h o u l d  b e  reje c t e d .

P R E S I D E N T  ROBAK: T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r .  S e n a t o r  C h a m b e r s .

S E N A T O R  C H A M B E R S :  M a d a m  P r e s i d e n t ,  m e m b e r s  of th e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,
e v e n  b y  i n a d v e r t e n c e ,  e v e r y  t i m e  s o m e b o d y  s t a n d s  u p  t h e y  t “lk 
l i k e  t h e s e  w o m e n  ar e  i d i o t s  w h i l e  t r y i n g  t o  p r e t e n d  t h a t  t h e y  
r e s p e c t  them. S e n a t o r  M a t z k e  s a i d  f o o d  s t a m p s  are like m o n o p o l y  
or p l a y  m o n e y  a n d  t h e s e  w o m e n  d o n ' t  r e a l i z e  t h e y  h a v e  a m o n e t a r y  
v al u e .  Yes, t h e y  do. T h e y  k n o w  t h a t  t h e s e  f o o d  s t a m p s  t a k e  t h e  
p l a c e  of m o n e y  a n d  t h e y  k n o w  t h e y  h a v e  a m o n e t a r y  value. T h i s  
is n o t  m o n o p o l y  w e ' r e  d e a l i n g  with. A n d  b e c a u s e  t h a t  is t h e  
l e v e l  of u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o r  la c k  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  w e  d e a l  
w i t h  e x p l a i n s  w h y  it ' s  so d i f f i c u l t  to  g e t  a n y t h i n g  r e a l i s t i c
done. F i r s t  of  all, s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  p a s s e d  to m e  a n d  I'm
s u r e  o t h e r s  of y o u  h a v e  see n  it, w e  s h o u l d  k e e p  in m i n d  t h a t  th e  
f o o d  s t a m p  p r o g r a m  is a n u t r i t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  t h a t  th e  p u r p o s e  is 
t o  t r y  t o  f i g h t  h u n g e r .  A n d  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  p e o p l e  s e l d o m  
m e n t i o n  is t h a t  it a l s o  is a s u b s i d y  p r o g r a m  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
t h a t ' s  w h y  it's a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of A g r i c u l t u r e ,  
it ' s  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u b s i d y  p r o g r a m .  It's a w a y  to  h e l p  
b o l s t e r  a n d  b u t t r e s s  a g r i c u l t u r e .  T o  t a k e  t h i s  money, w h i c h  is 
i n a d e q u a t e  anyway, a n d  p u t  it in t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  D r a c o n i a n  
a s p e c t s  of t h i s  bill, I u s e d  t h a t  w o r d  b e c a u s e  S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r
s a i d  it ' s  n o t  D r a c o n i a n ,  b u t  it is, y o u  h a v e  a w o m a n  w h o  h a s  a
c h i l d  f o r  w h i c h  s h e  c a n  r e c e i v e  n o  a s s i s t a n c e .  Y o u  p u t  c a s h  in 
h e r  ha n d s .  U n l i k e  t h e  re s t  of you, I t h i n k  t h a t  w o m a n  c a r e s  
a b o u t  h e r  baby. A n d  I t h i n k  sh e  w o u l d  w a n t  to b u y  d i a p e r s  for 
t h a t  b a b y  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  n o n f o o d  i t e m s  t h a t  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to  t a k e  
c a r e  of t h a t  child. So t h a t  m e a n s  l e s s  m o n e y  f o r  food, n o  
m a t t e r  h o w  w e l l  she m a n a g e s  it, y o u  c a n  o n l y  g e t  so m u c h  ou t  of 
a t u r n i p ,  a n d  y o u  c a n n o t  t u r n  a t u r n i p  i n t o  steak. B u t  at an y  
r a t e  w h e n  t h a t  m o n e y  is spent, t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  for food, an d  
it ' s  n o t  b e c a u s e  s h e ' s  a s p e n d t h r i f t  a n d  s h e ' s  s q u a n d e r i n g  it. 
S o m e b o d y  said, I t h i n k  S e n a t o r  M a t z k e ,  m a y b e  it w a s n ' t  him, she 
m i g h t  g e t  t h a t  f i r s t  b i g  c a s h  amo u n t ,  I d o n ' t  k n o w  w h o  u s e d  t h a t  
term, a n d  s q u a n d e r  it. F i r s t  of all it ' s  n o t  a b i g  c a s h  amount. 
S e n a t o r  M a t z k e  d i d n ' t  sa y  that, i t ' s  n o t  a b i g  c a s h  amount. 
W e ' r e  n o t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  l a r g e  a m o u n t s  of m o n e y  here. S h e ' s  n o t  
g o i n g  t o  s q u a n d e r  it, t h e  m o n e y  is n o t  e n o u g h  to go a n y w h e r e .  
S o  if w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t r y i n g  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  is f o o d  
a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  a l l  of t h e  d e f e c t s ,  b a s e d  o n  w h a t  th i s  bill, 455, 
is d o i n g  in t e r m s  of c u t t i n g  a w o m a n  off, f o o d  s t a m p s  w o u l d  be  
b e s t  le f t  in p l a c e  so t h a t  t h e r e  is s o m e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e n s u r e  
n u t r i t i o n .  S o m e  of y o u  all h a v e  n o t  b e e n  po o r ,  really, y o u  t a l k


