
l o n g e r  b e  o n  th e  w e l f a r e  p r o g r a m .  I t h i n k  t h i s  is a s t e p  in t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  a n d  I a s k  t h a t  y o u  o p p o s e  S e n a t o r  J a n s s e n ' s  a m e n d m e n t .  
T h a n k  you.

S E N A T O R  B E R N A R D - S T E V E N S :  T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  Fis h e r .  S e n a t o r
P i r s c h ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  S e n a t o r s  V r t i s k a ,  Day, B o h l k e ,  Witek, M a t z k e  
a n d  C h a m b e r s .

S E N A T O R  P I R S C H :  Wow. T h a n k  you, Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  a n d  m e m b e r s  of
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  Aga i n ,  w e  h a v e  a p h i l o s o p h i c a l  m i n d - s e t ;  w h i c h  
k i n d  of m i n d - s e t  d o  y o u  ha v e ,  t h a t  d o  w e  g i v e  w o m e n  th e  a b i l i t y  
to  h a n d l e  t h e  cash, to l e a r n  h o w  to  h a n d l e  t h e  cash, w h i c h  is 
m e r i t o r i o u s ,  I think. But, u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h a t  m o n e y  t h a t  we  
s a y  w o u l d  g o  fo r  food, S e n a t o r  C h a m b e r s ,  t h a t  y o u  r e f e r r e d  to 
w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  g o  f o r  f o o d  w i t h  f o o d  stamps, a n d  I d o n ’t k n o w  
h o w  in t h e  w o r l d  t h e y  c o u l d  t r a c e  t h e  c a s h  in t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  
S e n a t o r  F i s h e r  t a l k e d  a b o u t  b e c a u s e  c a s h  is n o t  i d e n t i f i a b l e .  
M y  d a u g h t e r  w o r k e d  in a g r o c e r y  store, as s h e  w o r k e d  h e r  w a y  
t h r o u g h  c o l l e g e ,  a n d  in  a f a i r l y  m i d d l e  i n c o m e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  ou r  
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  an d  w a s  a m a z e d  at  t h e  f o o d  s t a m p s  t h a t  c a m e  
t h r o u g h  t h a t  r e g i s t e r ,  h e r  r e g i s t e r .  A n d  f o o d  s t a m p s  c o u l d  p a y  
fo r  s n a c k  foo d s ,  ca n d y ,  pop, i c e  cream, as w e l l  as w h a t  w e  w o u l d  
c a l l  t h e  m o r e  s t a p l e  foods, b u t  it ' s  a m a z i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  
p e o p l e  s e e m e d  to  h a v e  c a s h  to  p a y  fo r  t h e  b e e r  a n d  t h e  
c i g a r e t t e s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  i t e m s  t h a t  f o o d  s t a m p s  w o u l d n ' t  
q u a l i f y .  N o w  f o o d  s t a m p s  c a n  b e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  c a s h  or p a i d  b a c k  
in c a s h  a n d  c h a n g e  b u t  a n o t h e r  g o o d  f e a t u r e  a b o u t  t h e m  is t h a t  
t h e y  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  if t h e y ' r e  sto l e n ,  a n d  m a n y  t i m e s  y o u  h a v e  
s e e n  w h e r e  f o o d  s t a m p s  ar e  on t h e  b l a c k  m a r k e t ,  f o o d  s t a m p s  are 
stolen. T h e y  c a n  b e  t r a c e d .  C a s h  can n o t .  A n d  I g u e s s  if f o o d  
s t a m p s  a r e  so e a s i l y  s p e n t  a n d  g i v e n  c h a n g e  in c a s h  a n d  
c o n v e r t e d  t o  cash, w h y  d o  w e  m a k e  it e a s i e r  t o  g i v e  t h e m  c a s h  
w h i c h  is e a s i e r  t o  lose, e a s i e r  to  s t e a l  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  n o t . . . n o t  
a b l e  to  t r a c e ,  as fa r  as I c a n  see, w i t h  s p e n d i n g  a n d  to 
d e t e r m i n e  r e s p o n s i b l e  s p e n d i n g  w i t h  t h a t  cash. I know, S e n a t o r  
Wit e k ,  p e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  d e b i t  card, 
a n d  I t h i n k  t h a t  r e a l l y  is a g o o d  ide a  to  c o n s i d e r .  It w o n ' t  b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  year, as I u n d e r s t a n d ,  b u t  m a y  be  s u p e r l a t i v e  in 
t h a t  it also, as f o o d  stamps, c a n  b e  e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i e d ,  c a n  b e  
t r a c e a b l e  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  c o u l d  i d e n t i f y  e x a c t l y  w h a t  w e l f a r e  is 
b e i n g  s p e n t  o n  a n d  whe r e ,  indeed, t h a t  w e l f a r e  s h o u l d  b e  s p e n c  
on. So I s u p p o r t  S e n a t o r  J a n s s e n ' s  a m e n d m e n t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  
f o o d  s t a m p s  h a v e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  b e e n  t h a t  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  a n d  
c e r t a i n l y  cash, I think, w o u l d  b e  o b j e c t i o n a b l e .
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