
ban k s ,  a n d  so  on. It's g o i n g  t o  p u t  a s t r a i n  o n  them. It's 
g o i n g  to  p u t  a s t r a i n  on  S a l v a t i o n  A r m i e s .  It's g o i n g  to  p u t  
a n o t h e r  s t r a i n  o n  t h e  c o u n t y  o f f i c e  w h e r e  t h e y  g o  to  p i c k  up  
t h e i r  f o o d  stamps. T h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  c o m i n g  in there, I'm
sorry, b u t  I r a n  o u t  of mon e y .  Sure, t h e y  r a n  ou t  of m o n e y
b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  n o t . . .you t a l k  a b o u t  b e i n g  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  t r y i n g  
to  t e a c h  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o  be  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  well, if t h e y  c a n ' t  be  
r e s p o n s i b l e  w i t h  f o o d  stamps, h o w  in t h e  w o r l d  ar e  t h e y  g o i n g  to 
b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  w i t h  c a s h ?  G o  o u t  in y o u r  d i s t r i c t .  G o  out h e r e  
o n  t h e  s t r e e t  in L i n c o l n  a n d  r u n  y o u r s e l f  a l i t t l e  p o l l  an d  see 
w h a t  p e o p l e  sa y  w h e n  y o u  b r i n g  t h i s  u p  t o  them. J u s t  as k  them.
If y o u  g e t  10 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  to  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  it's
a g o o d  idea, y o u  w i l l  b e  h i t t i n g  a v e r y  v u l n e r a b l e  spot, I'll 
g u a r a n t e e  y o u  that. T h i s  h a s  b e e n  tried. Fol k s ,  t h i s  ha s  b e e n  
t r i e d  in o t h e r  states, b e e n  t r i e d  in o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  it r e a l l y  
h a s n ' t  w o r k e d .  T h e  f o o d . . . I  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  t h e y  f i g u r e  thi s  out 
b u t  t h e r e  ar e  s o m e  b r i g h t  m i n d s  in t h i s  w o r l d ,  I guess, t h e y  
f i g u r e  ou t  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  in t h e  g r o c e r y  m a r k e t  w h e r e  th e  
e d i b l e  f o o d  p r o d u c t s  h a v e  d e c l i n e d ,  i n  s o m e  cases, u p  to 
20 p e r c e n t .  W e  s a y  t h a t  g r o c e r s  wi l l  b e  a b l e  to a c c e p t  
o t h e r . . . c a s h  for a n y t h i n g ,  well, h o w  d o  w e  k n o w ?  H o w  d o  w e  k n o w  
t h i s ?  It's n o t  g o i n g  to help. C a s h i n g  o u t  f o o d  b e n e f i t s  w i l l  
c o m p l e t e l y  s e v e r  t h e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  b e n e f i t s  of t h e  f o o d  p u r c h a s e  
a n d  is l i k e l y  t o  r e s u l t  in a d e c r e a s e  in t h e  a m o u n t  of b e n e f i t s  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  u s e  for food, a n d  I just k n o w  it w i l l  happen. So 
if, m y  f e l l o w  s e n a t o r s ,  if w e  ar e  s i n c e r e ,  if y o u ' r e  s i n c e r e  
a b o u t  h e l p i n g  th e  u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d ,  t h e  f a m i l y  t h a t ' s  d o w n  on 
t h e i r  luck, to  m a i n t a i n  th e  n u t r i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  t h a t  c o m e s  f r o m  
w h o l e s o m e  food, w h i c h  t h e s e  f o o d  s t a m p s  c a n  b u y  at th i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  time, I'm n o t  s a y i n g  t h e r e  is n o t  a b u s e  a m o n g  th e  
f o o d  stamps, b u t  at least, at least, l a d i e s  a n d  g e n t l e m e n ,  t h e r e  
is a p a p e r  t r a i l  t h a t  c a n  b e  f o l l o w e d  w i t h  f o o d  stamps. Y o u  
t e l l  m e  a p a p e r  t r a i l  t h a t  c a n  b e  f o l l o w e d  w i t h  cash. I w o u l d
l i k e  t o  f i n d  it. T h o s e  f o o d  s t a m p s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e y  w e r e
e s t a b l i s h e d  fo r  o n e  p u r p o s e  a n d  o n e  p u r p o s e  only. T h e y ' r e  b e i n g  
a b u s e d  b u t  I w i l l  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  t h e  c a s h  w i l l  be  a b u s e d  a h e c k  
of a lot more. S o  I j u s t . . .when y o u  v o t e  o n  t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  just 
k e e p  it in min d .  K e e p  it in m i n d  w h o  y o u ' r e  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  to 
p r o t e c t  here. Y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  to  p r o t e c t  t h e  d o w n t r o d d e n  family, 
t h e  f a m i l y  t h a t ' s  d o w n  on  t h e i r  l u c k  a n d  t h o s e  p o o r  k i d s  in t h a t  
f amily. A t  l e a s t  t h i s  w a y  t h e y ' v e  g o t  a c h a n c e  to ge t  som e
food. L e t  m e  t e l l  y o u  it i s n ' t  g o i n g  to  h a p p e n  if y o u  g o  to
cash. It just i s n ' t  g o i n g  to h a p p e n .  A g a i n ,  I say, a s  a 
g r o c e r ,  I w o u l d  lov e  to  see t h e  c a s h  in there. I w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  
to fi l l  ou t  a n y  m o r e  d e p o s i t  s l i p s  fo r  f o o d  stamps. I w o u l d n ' t
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