
S E N A T O R  B E R N A R D - S T E V E N S :  ... w h a t  a n y  of t h e  e i t h e r  s i d e s  ar e
g o i n g  t o  say. T h a t ' s  w h y  I t h i n k  it ' s  a g o o d  a m e n d m e n t  a n d  I 
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e ... S e n a t o r  B o h l k e  an d  S e n a t o r  L i n d s a y  w o r k i n g  
t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  out.

S E N A T O R  HALL: T h a n k  y o u # S e n a t o r  B e r n a r d - S t e v e n s .  S e n a t o r
D i e r k s ,  y o u r  l i g h t  is next, f o l l o w e d  b y  S e n a t o r s  C h a m b e r s  an d  
L i n d s a y .

S E N A T O R  D I E R K S :  T h a n k  you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  I just w a n t e d  t o  ru n
b y  y o u  t h e  c o s t  of t h i s  p r o g r a m .  If y o u  f i g u r e  fo r  th e  f i r s t  
year, y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about, a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e s ,  151 
c h i l d r e n  i n  Omaha, a n d  t h a t  w i l l  b e  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t h a t  it's 
d on e ,  in t h e  O m a h a  area, fo r  o n e  year, a n d  t h e n  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  it 
t a k e s  a c r o s s  t h e  state. A n d  t h e y  f i g u r e  t h a t  th e  O m a h a  a r e a  
w i l l  h a v e  a b o u t  151 c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e n  w h e n  it g o e s  s t a t e w i d e  it 
w i l l  b e  a b o u t  302, d o u b l e  that. T h e  cost, at $71 p e r  child, 
a m o u n t s  to, w h e n  y o u  f i g u r e  in t h e  m a t c h  r a t e  fo r  th e  state, it 
a m o u n t s  t o  $51 , 0 0 0 ,  t h a t ' s  fo r  a y e a r  fo r  Omaha. A n d  so fo r  302 
c h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  it w o u l d  b e  a l i t t l e  o v e r  $100 , 0 0 0 .  
A n d  w h e n  I v i s i t e d  w i t h  fis c a l ,  w i t h  t h e  f i s c a l  peo p l e ,  t h e y  
t e l l  m e  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  e v e n  c h a n g e  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  on  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w e r e  t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  t o  b e  a d o p t e d .  B e c a u s e  it's 
s u c h  a n e b u l o u s  fig u r e ,  it ' s  h a r d  fo r  t h e m  t o  g e t  a h a n d l e  on 
a n d  t h e y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  it' s  g o i n g  t o  m a k e  t h a t  m u c h  of a 
d i f f e r e n c e .  So  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  o n  t h i s  b i l l  is n o t  g o i n g  to 
c h a n g e  if t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  is a d o p t e d .  A c t u a l l y ,  w e ' v e  t a l k e d  
a b o u t  a lot of t h i n g s  a n d  a lot o f  i s s u e s  a n d  w e  h a v e  a lot of 
g o o d  ideas, I think, p r e s e n t e d  to u s  t h i s  m o r n i n g  a n d  a g a i n  t h i s  
a f t e r n o o n .  O n e  t h i n g  t h a t  I w a n t e d  to t o u c h  o n  a l i t t l e  b i t  w a s  
w h e n  w e  t a l k  a b o u t  t a k i n g  t h e  $71 a w a y  f r o m  a c h i l d  w h o  is b o r n  
a f t e r  the p a r e n t  h a s  b e e n  o n  w e l f a r e  fo r  t e n  m o n t h s ,  w e  n o t  o n l y  
m a k e  it d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h a t  c h i l d  f o r  d i a p e r s  a n d  t h o s e  n e c e s s a r y  
it e m s  b u t  w e  a l s o  m a k e  it d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  a r e  
a l r e a d y  in t h a t  f a m i l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  m o n e y  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  
n o r m a l l y  g e t  a n d  s t i l l  w i l l  g e t  is g o i n g  t o  h a v e  to b e  d i v i d e d  
a m o n g  t h i s . . . f o r  t h i s  o t h e r  child, t h e  n e w  child. So I t h i n k  
t h a t  w e ...t h e r e 's .. . i t 's a t w o - e d g e d  sword. A  q u e s t i o n  I h a v e  
is fo r  y o u . . . f o r  t h o s e  of y o u  w h o  t h i n k  t h a t . . . w h o  ar e  in 
o p p o s i t i o n  to  t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  is i f . . . i f  a m o t h e r  is o n  w e l f a r e  
a n d  b e c o m e s  p r e g n a n t  b e c a u s e  of f a i l u r e  of a c o n t r a c e p t i v e  
d e v i c e ,  w h a t . . .what r e a s o n a b l e  t h i n g  is t h e r e  for h e r  to  do ?  
T h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t h i n g  fo r  h e r  to  d o  is if s h e  d o e s n ' t  w a n t  t o  
c a r r y  th i s  child, w o u l d  n o t  w a n t  t o  h a v e  t h e  child, w h a t  n e x t
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