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this. If I t h o u g h t  t h a t  it w a s  h u r t i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e r e  is n o  
w a y  I w o u l d  s u p p o r t  it. B u t  I d o  n o t  s e e  that. S o  I w o u l d  u r g e  
y o u  t o  o p p o s e  S e n a t o r  D i e r k s 1 a m e n d m e n t .  T h a n k  you.

S P E A K E R  W I T H E M :  T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  Day. S e n a t o r  Beu t l e r .

S E N A T O R  B E U T L E R :  S e n a t o r  W i t h e m ,  m e m b e r s  of t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  I
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a l s o  o p p o s e  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  an d  s u p p o r t  
t h e ... S e n a t o r  B o h l k e  in h e r  p o s i t i o n .  A n d  I a l s o  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  I'm e s p o u s i n g  is a g a i n s t  t h e s e  wo m e n .  I 
fe e l  t h a t  i t ' s  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  t h e s e  w o m e n  s e e n  as a group, as a 
wh o l e .  A n d  I go  b a c k  a g a i n  t o  s o m e t h i n g  w e ' r e  f i g h t i n g  in tw o  
or  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  r i g h t  n o w  at t h i s  t i m e  in ou r  h i s t o r y .  
W e  a r e  f i g h t i n g  to  d e f e n d  t h e  w e l f a r e  s y s t e m  as it is. It's n o t  
an  e n t i t l e m e n t ,  y o u  know. W h e n  th e  p u b l i c  l o s e s  c o n f i d e n c e  in 
t h i s  system, t h e  s y s t e m  goes. T h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  t h a t  p r o t e c t s  
this, e x c e p t  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  p u b l i c .  And, in m y  o p i n i o n ,  o n e  of 
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  i n f l a m e s  t h e  p u b l i c  m o s t  is w h e n  t h e y  are 
h e l p i n g  ou t  a n d  f i n a n c i n g  a f a m i l y  a n d  t h e  f a m i l y  e x p a n d s  at  a 
t i m e  w h e n  t h e y  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  expand. D e c i s i o n s  are m a d e  by
w o m e n  o n  w e l f a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c
w o u l d  n o t  e x p e c t  t h e i r  o w n  d a u g h t e r s  to  ma k e ,  t h e i r  o w n  w i v e s  to
make, t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  m a k e  in t h e i r  o w n  f a m i l i e s .  We  are 
al l  c o n f i n e d  b y  ou r  e c o n o m i c  sta t u s .  W e  al l  h a v e  to  ac t  in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  o u r  m e a n s  a n d  o u r  a b i l i t y  to  support. A n d  we 
al l  h a v e  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to s u p p o r t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e  d o  have. I 
t h i n k  s o m e t i m e s  t h a t ' s  n o t  e m p h a s i z e d  e n o u g h ,  b u t  th e  p u b l i c  
k n o w s  it, a n d  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  a n g r y  a b o u t  it a n d  t h e y ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  
to  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  a w e l f a r e  s y s t e m  if t h e y  d o n ' t  s e e  us 
s h a r p e n i n g  u p  a n d  m a k i n g  life r e a l i s t i c ,  t h e  s a m e  w a y  t h a t  it's 
r e a l i s t i c  f o r  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y o n e  of t h e m  o u t  in society. And, 
yes, t h e y  c a n  m a k e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  to  h a v e  an a d d i t i o n a l  c h i l d  
a f t e r  t e n  m o n t h s  on  w e l f a r e ,  t h a t ' s  t h e i r  right. B u t  it ' s  n o t  
t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  h a v e  t h e  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  an  u n s u p p o r t a b l e  
d e c i s i o n .  T h a n k  you.

S P E A K E R  W I T H E M :  S e n a t o r  S c h i m e k  f o l l o w e d  b y  S e n a t o r s  P i r s c h ,
J e n s e n ,  B o h l k e ,  L i n d s a y ,  C h a m b e r s  a n d  D i e r k s .

S E N A T O R  S C H I M E K :  T h a n k  you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  m e m b e r s  of the
body, I . . . t h i s  is t h e  s t r a n g e s t  d e b a t e  b e c a u s e  I f i n d  m y s e l f  at 
o d d s  w i t h  a lo t  of p e o p l e  I u s u a l l y  a g r e e  with. T h e r e  ar e  
i s s u e s  t h a t  ar e  all m i x e d  u p  in t h i s  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  s h o u l d n ' t  be. 
A n d  I t h i n k  t h a t  S e n a t o r  D a y  a n d  S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r  an d  S e n a t o r  
B o h l k e  h a v e  al l  m a d e  s o m e  v e r y  p o w e r f u l  a r g u m e n t s  a n d  I a g r e e
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