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w a n t  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  a c o u p l e  of t h i n g s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s a i d  
p e r h a p s  t h i s  m o r n i n g  or just a s h o r t  w h i l e  ag o  b y  S e n a t o r  
C h a m b e r s .  O n e  of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  S e n a t o r  C h a m b e r s  a l l u d e d  to  in 
h i s  f i r s t  s p e e c h  o n  t h e  b i l l  w a s  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  to  th e  
p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  l i m i t  s p e c i a l  e d  i n c r e a s e s  to  th e  
i n c r e a s e s  in g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  f u n d i n g ,  i n d i c a t i n g  th a t  it c o s t s  
m o r e  to  t a k e  c a r e  of k i d s  w i t h  s p e c i a l  n e e d s  t h a n  it d o e s  w i t h  
k i d s  w h o  a r e  m a i n s t r e a m e d ,  n o r m a l  in l e a r n i n g  a b i l i t i e s .  T h e  
t h i n g  t h a t  I'd li k e  y o u  to  c o n s i d e r ,  S e n a t o r  C h a m b e r s ,  is t h a t  
w e  a r e  a l r e a d y  s t a r t i n g  o u t  w i t h  c o s t s  in t h e  s p e c i a l  e d  a r e a  
p e r  s t u d e n t  at a m u c h  higher level, w h i c h  is u n d e r s t a n d a b l e ,  
w h i c h  is w h a t  y o u  w e r e  saying. L e t ' s  s a y  w e  h a v e  r  1 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  
y e a r  c o s t  fo r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s t u d e n t ,  w h i c h  i s n ' t  ou t  
o f . . . o u t  o f  rea s o n ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  a 5 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r  c o s t  fo r  a
r e g u l a r  e d u c a t e d  s t u d e n t ,  a n d  if w e  k e e p  t h e m  at  th e  sar.ie r a t e  
o f  g r o w t h  o r  i n c r e a s e ,  5 p e r c e n t  on th e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r  s t u d e n t  
w o u l d  b e  $500, 5 p e r c e n t  on  t h e  $ 5 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r  s t u d e n t  w o u l d  b e  
$250, a n d  u s i n g  t h a t  r a t i o n a l e ,  w h a t  I'm t r y i n g  t o  say is e v e n  
w i t h  t h a t  l a n g u a g e  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  to h a v e  m o r e  of  a n  i n c r e a s e  p e r  
y e a r  in a b s o l u t e  d o l l a r s  f o r  s p e c i a l  e d  h e l p  t h a n  y o u  w i l l  for 
r e g u l a r  e d u c a t e d  s t u d e n t s .  A n d  b e a r  in m i n d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  is a 
s t a r t i n g  po i n t .  W e . . . w e . . . .  I d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  a n y o n e  c o u l d  
a r g u e  in h e r e  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  d o  n o t h i n g .  I t h i n k  if y o u  a r g u e  
w e  s h o u l d  d o  n o t h i n g  t h e n  y o u  a r e  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  a r e  h u r t i n g  ki d s  
b e c a u s e  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  to  t h e  p o i n t  in f i v e  years, si x
y ea r s ,  s e v e n  y e a r s  w h e n  w e  w i l l  h a v e  n o  m o n e y  to  f u n d  s o m e  of 
t h e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  y o u  w a n t  to s u p p o r t .  W e  w o n ' t  h a v e  it b e c a u s e  
m o s t  of  it w i l l  b e  g o i n g  fo r  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  out of c o n t r o l  in 
c o s t  in a r e a s  li k e  this. W e  w o n ' t  b e  a b l e  t o  e d u c a t e  the 
s t u d e n t s  y o u  w a n t  to  e d u c a t e  in t h e  w a y  y o u  w a n t  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e m  
b e c a u s e  y o u  w o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  mon e y .  W e  ar e  on an a b s o l u t e  
c o l l i s i o n  c o u r s e ,  a n d  if y o u  say a v o t e  fo r  t h i s  b i l l  is a v o t e  
a g a i n s t  kids, y o u ' r e  wrong. A  v o t e  f o r  t h i s  b i l l  is a v o t e  to 
s t a r t  a p r o c e s s  in m o t i o n ,  t h e  b i l l  d o e s n ' t  p r o v i d e  t h e
s o l u t i o n s ,  t h e  b i l l  s e t s  ou t  th e  p r o b l e m  a n d  sa y s  th i s  is t h e
p r o c e s s  w e ' r a  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  to  a p p r o a c h  s o l v i n g  th e  p r o b l e m .  
W e ' r e  a s k i n g  t h o s e  w h o  are e x p e r t s  in t h e  area, p r o v i d e r s ,  
p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  p a r e n t s  of s p e c i a l  ed  kids, t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  th e  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  to  h e l p  u s  f i n d  th e  s o l u t i o n s .  T h e  s o l u t i o n s  are 
g o i n g  t o  b e  b u i l t  f r o m  th e  b o t t o m  u p  i n s t e a d  of d i c t a t e d  f r o m  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  down. A n d  I t h i n k  if w e  h a d  m o r e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
b u i l t  t h a t  w a y  w e ' d  h a v e  b e t t e r  la w s  t h a t  w e  enacted. T h i s  la w  
is just t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  W e  w o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  d o  in 
t e r m s  of t h e  s p e c i f i c s  u n t i l  n e x t  year, p e r h a p s  th e  ye a r  a f t e r  
even, an d  t h a t  to  m e  is t h e  w a y  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  h e l p  kids. W e
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