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t h i s  can n o t ,  in fact, s a v e  mon e y .  If a n y b o d y  w o u l d  t a k e  a loo k  
at . . . a n d ,  of cou r s e ,  I h a v e  t o  r e f e r  to  R i c h a r d s o n  Cou n t y ,  w h e n  
y o u  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  it c o s t s  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  to  p r o s e c u t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
d o w n  there, w h e n  y o u  ar e  p a y i n g  a t t o r n e y s  b y  th e  hour, a n d  y o u  
h a v e  t o  b r i n g  t h e m  o u t  of  t h e  c i t i e s  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  e x p e r t i s e  
in o r d e r  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e s e  k i n d s  of c a s e s ,  of course, it is 
g o i n g  t o  c o s t  a lot of  m o n e y ,  a n d  I r e a l i z e  it is g o i n g  to  c o s t  
a h a l f  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  b u t  t h a t  c a s e  a l o n e  d o w n  t h e r e  c o s t  a 
h a l f  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  a n d  w e  ar e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a h a l f  a
m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  h e r e  p r o v i d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  fo r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
15 c a s e s  So  to s a y  it is n o t  g o i n g  t o  s a v e  m o n e y  is 
u n b e l i e v a b l e  to  me, and, o b v i o u s l y ,  o n e  of  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  I 
d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  t h i s  as a p r i o r i t y  b i l l  b e c a u s e  I felt t h a t  t h a t  
w a s  c e r t a i n l y  w h a t  it w a s  g o i n g  t o  do. W h e n  I h e a r d  S e n a t o r
W i t e k  sa y  t h e  c o u n t y  b o a r d s  c a n  d e c i d e  w h o  t h e y  ar e  g o i n g  to
a s s i g n  t o  a case, t h a t ’s t h e  m o s t  r i d i c u l o u s  t h i n g  I e v e r  h e a r d  
of. C o u n t y  b o a r d s  c a n ' t  m a k e  t h a t  d e c i s i o n .  The c o u n t y  ju d g e  
or  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ju d g e  m a k e s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w h o  h e  is g o i n g  t o
a p p o i n t .  T h e y  d o n ' t  a s k  t h e  c o u n t y  b o a r d .  T h e y  d o n ' t  as k  t h e  
c o u n t y  b o a r d  h o w  m u c h  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  c h a r g e .  T h e y  tell h o w
mu c h ,  w h e n  t h e y  g e t  done, h o w  m u c h  t h e y  o w e  them, an d  t h e y  h a v e
to  e n d  u p  p a y i n g  it. It is just t h a t  sim p l e .  So, y o u  know, 
w h e n  t h o s e  k i n d  of  r e m a r k s  a r e  made, t h e y  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  v e r y  
a c c u r a t e  a n d  I t h i n k  p e o p l e  h a v e  to u n d e r s t a n d  that. Y o u  know, 
I t o o k  t h i s  as a p r i o r i t y  b i l l  b e c a u s e  I t h o u g  it it wa s
i m p o r t a n t ,  a n d  I sti l l  t h i n k  it ' s  i m p o r t a n t .  I g u e s s  I'm r e a l l y
e m b a r r a s s e d  an d  u p s e t  a l i t t l e  b i t  b e c a u s e  it t o o k  th i s  m u c h
t i m e  to  g e t  t h e  i s s u e  r e s o l v e d  an d  so m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  a m e n d m e n t s ,
but, on  t h e  o t h e r  hand, it is g o o d  to h a v e  g o o d  deb a t e .  It is
g o o d  to  h e a r  all sides. It is g o o d  to  h a v e  p e o p l e  e n t e r  in t o  
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  to  c e r t a i n l y  g e t  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  t h a t  m a y  
n o t  be  t h e  w a y  t h e y  o u g h t  to be, t h e  w a y  t h e y  s h o u l d  be. B u t  I
t h i n k  w e ' v e  p r o b a b l y  s p e n t  a n  i n o r d i n a t e  a m o u n t  of ti m e  o n  t h i s
issue, fo r  w h a t e v e r  reason, I am n o t  sure, but, be  t h a t  as it 
may, w e ' r e  h e r e  a n d  I c e r t a i n l y  a m  g o i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  th e
a d v a n c e m e n t  of t h i s  b i l l  b e c a u s e  I t h i n k  i t ' s  n o t  i m p o r t a n t  just 
t o  N e m a h a ... R i c h a r d s o n  C o u n t y  or s o u t h e a s t  N e b r a s k a ,  b u t  it is 
i m p o r t a n t  t o  a lot of c o u n t i e s  in N e b r a s k a  t o  h a v e  th i s  k i n d  of 
a s s i s t a n c e .  W e  w e r e  just t a l k i n g  a b o u t  w h y  d o n ' t  t h e y  a p p o i n t  a 
l oc a l  a t t o r n e y  to  g o  in a n d  d e f e n d  t h e s e  c a s e s ?  Y o u  h a v e  to 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  w h e n  y o u  c o m e  f r o m  a s m a l l e r  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  t h e  
a t t o r n e y  in t h a t  t o w n  is a l s o  a f r i e n d  of  e v e r y b o d y  in town, it 
is p r e t t y  h a r d  fo r  h i m  t o  g e t  u p  a n d  d e f e n d  so m e  abs o l u t e ,  
p o s i t i v e l y  k n o w n  c r i m i n a l  w h o  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  a mur d e r ,  a n d  t h e n
b e  a b l e  to  g o  d o w n t o w n  or b e  a b l e  t o  m e e t  h i s  f r i e n d s  a n d  p e o p l e
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