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S P E A K E R  WIT H E M :  S e n a t o r  K r i s t e n s e n ,  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  the
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e i t h e r  t a k e  u p  t h e  b i l l  o r  lay it over.

S E N A T O R  K R I S T E N S E N :  L e t ' s  t a k e  it up.

S P E A K E R  W I T H E M :  S e n a t o r  L i n d s a y ,  on  y o u r  m o t i o n .

S E N A T O R  L I N D S A Y :  T h a n k  you, Mr. S p e a k e r ,  m e m b e r s .  This, I h a d
n o  i d e a  a n d  s t i l l  d o n ' t ,  I gu e s s ,  h o w  m a n y  a m e n d m e n t s  w o u l d  b e  
f i l e d  a f t e r w a r d s  on this. B u t  again, u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  al l  th e  
d e b a t e  t o o k  p l a c e  at c o m m i t t e e  a m e n d m e n t  l e v e l  r a t h e r  t h a n  at 
t h e  g e n e r a l  d e b a t e  level, b e c a u s e  I w a s  h o p i n g  t o  g e t  s o m e  k i n d  
of  i d e a  w h e r e  t h e  b o d y  s t a n d s  on t h e  bill. As  it is, t h e  bill, 
I think, is in t h e  s h a p e  t h a t  S e n a t o r  K r i s t e n s e n  w a n t s  it. A n d  
so n o w  I t h i n k  w e  c a n  g e t  a t e s t  of, b e f o r e  f u r t h e r  a m e n d i n g  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  t h a t  w e  c a n  g e t  a t e s t  of w h e r e  w e  s t a n d  on t h e  bill. 
T h e  w a y  t h e  b i l l  s t a n d s  now, a n d  m y  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  on t h i s  is 
not, I gue s s ,  w h i c h  c o m m i t t e e  it w e n t  to  b e c a u s e  I d o n ' t  c a r e  
a b o u t  that. M y  c o n c e r n  is s i m p l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  ar e  c r e a t i n g  
a c o m m i s s i o n  t h a t  is g o i n g  to  h i r e  s o m e  law y e r s .  A n d  t h o s e  
l a w y e r s  a r e  g o i n g  to, b e t w e e n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  t h o s e  lawyers, 
a r e  g o i n g  t o  u t i l i z e ,  t h i s  ye a r ,  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d  w h a t  w i l l  t h e y  
a c c o m p l i s h ?  H o w  much, in a s y s t e m  t h a t  is g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  
t h a t  it s p e n d s  b e t w e e n  9 a n d  11 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  on  i n d i g e n t  
d e f e n s e ,  h o w  m u c h  is r e a l l y  g o i n g  to  m a k e  it b a c k  t o  y o u r  
c o u n t i e s  in t h e  f o r m  of p r o p e r t y  t a x  r e l i e f ?  It isn ' t  g o i n g  to 
h a p p e n .  M y  fear, a n d  as I've m e n t i o n e d  o n  t h e  d e b a t e  o n  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  a m e n d m e n t s ,  m y  f e a r  is just t h e  o p p o s i t e ,  t h a t  it's 
g o i n g  to, e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  d e f e a t  of t h e  a m e n d m e n t  w h i c h  sa i d  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  is n o t  e m p o w e r e d ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  is n o t  e m p o w e r e d  
to  s e t  s t a n d a r d s ,  I m a y  b e  d e a d  wro n g ,  a n d  S e n a t o r  K r i s t e n s e n  
h a s  t o l d  m e  I a m  d e a d  w r o n g ,  a n d  m a y b e  I a m  w r o n g .  But, in th e  
fut u r e ,  y o u  w i l l  se e  if, w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l ,  I 
think, a s t a r t  d o w n  t h e  r o a d  t o w a r d s  s e t t i n g  t h o s e  s t a n d a r d s .
If w e  l o o k  at t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  on  i n d i g e n t  d e f e n s e ,  t h e  r e p o r t  on
that, e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  is in t h i s  b i l l  h a s  c o m e  ou t  o f  t h a t  
rep o r t ,  t h a t  is t h e  d i r e c t i o n  w e ' r e  goi n g .  A n d  if w e ' r e  
c o m f o r t a b l e  d o i n g  th a t ,  if w e ' r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  at le a s t  u s i n g  
D o u g l a s  C o u n t y ' s  e x a m p l e ,  d o u b l i n g  t h e  m o n e y  w e ' r e  s p e n d i n g  on 
i n d i g e n t  d e f e n s e ,  t h a t ' s  fine. M y  c o n c e r n  is I v e r y  s t r o n g l y  
s u p p o r t  i n d i g e n t  d e f e n s e ,  b u t  I s u p p o r t  a strong, e f f e c t i v e  
i n d i g e n t  d e f e n s e  system. I d o n ' t  se e  a r e a s o n  to b r i n g  d o w n  
s o m e  s y s t e m s  t h a t  a r e  w o r k i n g  in o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  a s y s t e m  th a t  
d o e s n ' t  work. A n d  t h a t  is, I think, w h a t  we  a r e  c r e a t i n g  is
a n o t h e r  system. Y o u ' v e  h e a r d  in t h e  d e b a t e  as w e ' v e  g o n e
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