
t h i s  b i l l  c a m e  from. If y o u  l o o k  at t h e  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  is t h e  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  that, t h a t  r e p o r t  s u g g e s t s  c r e a t i o n  of a 
c o m m i s s i o n  o n  p u b l i c  a d v o c a c y .  S o u n d  f a m i l i a r ?  I t ’s ri g h t  in 
t h e  bill, t h a t  it s h o u l d  a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  it s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  
le g a l  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  a p p e l l a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  c a p i t a l  
l i t i g a t i o n  r e s o u r c e  c e n t e r  a n d  m a j o r  c a s e  r e s o u r c e  center. 
S o u n d  f a m i l i a r ?  It's i n  t h e  bill. D e v e l o p i n g  s t a n d a r d s  an d  
g u i d e l i n e s ,  al l  t h e s e  o t h e r  t y p e s  of t h i n g s  t h a t  S e n a t o r  
K r i s t e n s e n  s a y s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  a r o u n d  b u t  p l a n n i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t s  
t o  t h e  s y s t e m  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  in t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  t o w a r d s  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of t h i s  plan. If w e  i n t e n d  to  d o  that, which, b y  
t h e  way, I sup p o r t .  I t h i n k  it ' s  a g o o d  t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e  p r i m a r y  
t h i n g  t h a t  t h e y  p o i n t  ou t  in t h i s  r e p o r t  is o n  p a g e  112. So 
y o u ' r e  all f a m i l i a r  w i t h  it. T h e  c o m p l a i n t  is f unding. T h e  
a v e r a g e  c o s t  p e r  c a s e  in 22 s t a t e s  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  s i m i l a r  to 
N e b r a s k a ' s  g e o g r a p h i c  region, s i m i l a r  t y p e  of s y s t e m  w a s  
$235 . 5 0 .  T h e y  s a y  t h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  N e b r a s k a ,  at a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
$ 1 6 0  p e r  case, c o n t r i b u t e s  f e w e r  r e s o u r c e s  p e r  c a s e  t h a n  
v i r t u a l l y  a n y  o t h e r  s t a t e  t h a t  s h a r e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e m o g r a p h i c  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  B o t t o m  line, t h e y  w a n t  to  g e t  t h e  f u n d i n g  u p  
a n d  t h a t ' s ,  li k e  I say, a g o o d  thing. I w o u l d  p r e f e r  to co m e  
in, l e t ' s  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  f u n d i n g  an d  let ' s  d o  it. B u t  i n s t e a d  
w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  d o i n g  it o n  a p i e c e m e a l  b a s i s  w h i c h  I t h i n k  is 
g o i n g  t o  c o m e  in t h e n  in a s y s t e m  t h a t  is i n a d e q u a t e ,  u n w i e l d y  
a n d  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  n o t  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  w h a t  w e  w a n t  it to  do. So 
w h e n  w e  t a l k  a b o u t  p l a n n i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  t h o s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  are 
there. T h e y ' r e  a l r e a d y  t h e r e  in b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  for e a c h  of y o u  
to  t a k e  a l o o k  at a n d  w h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  t h r u s t  of t h o s e  is is 
mo n e y .  A s  I m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  in a p r i o r  d e b a t e ,  t h e y  t a l k  
a b o u t  c a s e l o a d  s t a n d a r d s .  A n d  if t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  int n t  of th i s  
bill, le t  m e  a s k  t h a t  of  S e n a t o r  K r i s t e n s e n ,  let ' s  m a k e  it 
clear. S e n a t o r  K r i s t e n s e n ,  c o u l d  I as k  y o u  a q u e s t i o n ?

S P E A K E R  W I T H E M  P R E S I D I N G

S P E A K E R  W I T H E M :  S e n a t o r  K r i s t e n s e n .

S E N A T O R  K R I S T E N S E N :  Sure.

S E N A T O R  LIND S A Y :  Is it y o u r  i n t e n t  t h a t  t h i s  c o m m i s s i o n  s h o u l d
h a v e  a n y  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  g u i d e l i n e s  fo r  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  w o r k  loads...

S E N A T O R  K R I S T E N S E N :  Wel l ,  S e n a t o r ,  w e  t o o k  t h a t  out.
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