
S P E A K E R  W I T H E M :  S e n a t o r  H a r t n e t t .

S E N A T O R  H A R T N E T T :  Mr. S p e a k e r  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  body, I g u e s s
I'm a m b i v a l e n t  a b o u t  t h i s  b i l l  b e c a u s e  I t h i n k  t h i s  is th e  w a y  
w e  h a v e  t o  go  w i t h  t h i s  bill. I t h . n k  w h a t  w e  h a v e  t o  d o  is d o  
t h e  s t a t e w i d e  f u n d i n g  of  i n d i g e n t  care. T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  m y  
c o n c e r n  is is that, y o u  know, w e  a r e  s t a r t i n g  a n o t h e r  
b u r e a u c r a c y .  It is o n l y  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  t h i s  year, a n d  t h e  w o r d  I u s e d  
a fe w  y e a r s  ago, I c a l l e d  it " c r e e p i s m . "  Y o u  know, w e  c r e e p  
out, a n d  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  w i l l  n o t  d o  t h e  job, it is l i k e  p u t t i n g  a r o c k  
in t h e  pond, in a p a i l  of water. It just m a k e s  o n e  ripple, b u t  
t h a t  is n o t  t h e  w h o l e  ripple, a n d  K r i s t e n s e n  keeps, S e n a t o r  
K r i s t e n s e n  k e e p s  g o i n g  out. T h e y  a r e  g o i n g  to  g o  ou t  w i t h  
r i d i n g  t h e i r  w h i t e  h o r s e s ,  I d o n ' t  i m a g i n e  L i n c o l n ,  or K e a r n e y ,  
or s o m e p l a c e  li k e  that, a n d  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  is t h a t  I t h i n k  w e  
n e e d  t o  h a v e  th e  p e o p l e ,  if w e  ar e  g o i n g  t o  d o  t h i s  c o m m i s s i o n ,  
t h e * e  a t t o r n e y s  n e e d  to b e  o u t  there. T h e y  n e e d  to  b e  o n e  of 
t h e s e  in t h e  area, t h e  j u d i c i a r y  o u t  w h e r e  S e n a t o r  M a t z k e  is, 
S e n a t o r  B r o m m  is, b e c a u s e  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
j u d i c i a l  judges, a n d  S e n a t o r  B r o m m  b r o u g h t  u p  t h e  point, well, 
in o n e  a r e a  of t h e  state, y o u  know, y o u  c a n ' t . . . y o u  d o n ' t  li v e  
in t h a t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  y o u  h a v e  g o t  t o  h i r e  a loc a l  
a t t o r n e y .  A n d  so I w o u l d  t h i n k  t h a t  if w e  ar e  g o i n g  to d o  thi s  
sys t e m ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  g o i n g  o u t  from, w h e t h e r  it is K e a r n e y ,  I 
t h i n k  S e n a t o r  L i n d s a y  h a s  an a m e n d m e n t  c o m i n g  t h a t  g o e s  ou t  of 
K e a r n e y ,  b u t  t h e y . . .maybe t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r s ,  if we  are 
g o i n g  t o  set u p  t h i s  system, a r e  o u t  t h e r e  in t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  
w o r l d ,  so t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  l o c a l  s y s t e m y r a t h e r  t h a n  c o m i n g  
o u t  w i t h  all t h i s  e x p e r t i s e ,  I a m  f r o m  L i n c o l n ,  or I am f r o m  
O ma h a ,  a n d  I k n o w  e v e r y t h i n g .  So  I g u e s s  I t h i n k  we  n e e d  to  d o  
this, b u t  I h a v e  s o m e  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  w h a t  w e  a r e  doing, or  t h e  
w a y  t h a t  S e n a t o r  K r i s t e n s e n  e n v i s i o n s  u s  d o i n g  that. T h e r e  is a 
lot of u n a n s w e r e d  q u e s t i o n s  of h o w . . . y o u  kno w ,  w h o  is g o i n g  to 
g e t  t h e  p r i o r i t y  as far as t h e s e  c a s e s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d .  Is it 
j u s t . . . y o u  know, d o  y o u  h a v e  t o  h a v e  s o m e b o d y  t h a t  s e r v e s  on 
t h i s  c o m m i s s i o n  o r  y o u  ar e  t h e  h e a d  of t h e  ccrnmission t h a t  t h e  
a r e a . . . t h a t  t h a t ' s  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  p e o p l e  go, b u t  I t h i n k  we  n e e d  
to  m o v e  t h i s  way, b u t  I just h a v e  s o m e  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  s y s t e m  
as it is e n v e l o p e d  in t h i s  bill. T h a n k  you.

S P E A K E R  W I T H E M :  S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r ,  y o u  a r e  r e c o g n i z e d  to c l o s e  on
y o u r  a m e n d m e n t .

S E N A T O R  B E U T L E R :  S e n a t o r  W i t h e m ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  it

4 7 2 0


