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L e g i s l a t u r e .  J u s t  to  b r i n g  p e o p l e  u p  to d a t e ,  a n d  I am sorry, 
S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r ,  if I v i o l a t e d  t h e  s p i r i t  of an  o p e n i n g  w i t h  a 
rev i e w ,  b u t  it h e l p s  t o  g e t  m e  i n t o  t h e  m o d e  o f  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  
t h e  b i l l  as well. Le t  m e  t r y  t o  p u t  t h i s  i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e  th e  
b e s t  t h a t  I can, a n d  le t  S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r  m a k e  h i s  pitch. T h e  
a m e n d m e n t ,  as I u n d e r s t a n d  it, o b v i o u s l y ,  s t i l l  d e a l s  w i t h  so m e  
o p t i n g  o u t  of th e  b i l l  T h e  a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  I h a v e  f o l l o w i n g  
t h i s  w i l l  c l e a n  u p  a lot of p e r h a p s  s o m e  of t h e  c o n f u s i o n  t h a t  
m a y  b e  o u t  there. O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  b i l l  s t a r t e d  o f f  as h a v i n g  a 
f u n d  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d  for a s s i s t a n c e  to a county, 
t h a t  a c o u n t y  c o u l d  h a v e  a p p l i e d  t o  g e t  m o n e y ,  an d  t h a t  f u n d  
c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  f o r  e x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s ,  d e p o s i t i o n s ,  s o m e  
te s t s ,  s o m e  s p e c i a l i z e d  tests, or e x p e n s i v e  t h i n g s  to do. W h e n  
w e  d e c i d e d  to  m o v e  t o  a s t a t e - f u n d e d  system, t h a t  fund, 
o b v i o u s l y ,  b e c a m e  a n  i m p e d i m e n t  a n d  a l s o  c a u s e d  so m e  p r o b l e m s  
f i n a n c i a l l y  w i t h  m o n e y  b e c a u s e  h o w  w e r e  w e  g o i n g  to  p u t  all of 
t h a t  in there. A n d  w e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  b e t t e r  r e s o u r c e s ,  
o b v i o u s l y ,  w e r e  s p e n t  w i t h  p e o p l e ,  so r i g h t  n o w  if a c o u n t y  
w o u l d  o p t  out, an d  I g u e s s  I am  g o i n g  to  t a l k  a n d  l i s t e n  to 
S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r  as he  e x p l a i n s  it, b u t  if a c o u n t y  o p t s  out, th e  
w a y  t h e  b i l l  is now, all t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  d o i n g  is t h e y  are 
n o t  g o i n g  t o  be  g e t t i n g  a n y  b a s i c  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  a n y  k i n d  for 
h a v i n g  a t t o r n e y s  c o m e  a n d  r e p r e s e n t  them, fo r  h a v i n g  t h e m  do  
s o m e  of t h o s e  t h i n g s  on  appeal. W h a t  w e  a r e  g o i n g  to t r y  to  d o  
w i t h  t h e  n e x t  a m e n d m e n t  as w e l l  is t o  d o  a w a y  w i t h  an y  
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  g u i d e l i n e s ,  a n d  so t h i s  w o u l d  b e c o m e  p u r e l y  a, at 
t h i s  p o i n t ,  a f u n d e d  s y s t e m  of s e n d i n g  a t t o r n e y s  out, t h a t  t h i s  
c o m m i s s i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  its g u i d e l i n e s  s c a l e d  b a c k  so it c o u l d  n o t  
t i n k e r  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r ' s  o f f i c e s  an d  that, 
o b v i o u s l y ,  wa s  of s o m e  conc e r n .  So I w o u l d  o p p o s e  t h e  B e u t l e r  
a m e n d m e n t ,  at t h i s  p o i n t  in time, simply, one, is I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
it fi t s  in w i t h  t h e  s c h e m e  of  w h a t  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  to d o  at t h i s  
po i n t .  T h e  o t h e r  p r o b l e m  I t h i n k  is t h a t  w e  a r e  g o i n g  to  be 
t a k i n g  o u t  s o m e  of t h e  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  g u i d e l i n e s  as it d e a l s  w i t h  
t h e  i n d i g e n t  d e f e n s e  system, a n d  if w e  c a n  d o  that, S e n a t o r  
B e u t l e r ,  I g u e s s  if m y  a m e n d m e n t  is n o t  s u c c e s s f u l ,  p e r h a p s ,  
t h e n  t h i s  m a y  b e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  v e r y ,  v e r y  a p p r o p r i a t e .  
B u t  u n t i l  t h a t  h a p p e n s ,  I w o u l d  o p p o s e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a m e n d m e n t ,  w o u l d  as k  t h a t  t h e  b o d y  t a k e  a l o o k  at th e  n e x t  one, 
a n d  then, S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r ,  y o u  an d  I d i d  h a v e  a d i s c u s s i o n  las t  
w e e k e n d .  So we  c a n  c o n t i n u e  on, o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d  I h a v e  b e e n  
w o r k i n g  on, y o u  an d  I h a d  s o m e  d i s c u s s i o n  e b o u t  c o u n t y  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  It is st i l l  s t a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  inc. i viduals b u t  
p e r h a p s  if a c o u n t y  a c c e s s  this, t h a t  they, at least, h a v e  som e  
f i n a n c i a l  s t a k e  p e r h a p s  in d e a l i n g  bac k ,  I've c o m e  to  th e
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