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And another thing that we got to think about is the age of the 
people out there in t h e ...and our courthouses, the age of the 
farmers and ranchers is about 60 years old now and they're 
wanting to cut back, and they'll have less income, they're going 
to rent it out, or something is going to happen to the ground 
because there is no young person out there that's going to take 
over anymore. So I think we really got to think about something 
because the taxes that they pay is going to stay about level, 
but the taxes the local governments are just continuing to go 
up. So I really commend the Revenue Committee for getting this 
started. It's the lirst step, and I think we go from there. 
Thank you.

SPEAKER WITHEM: Senator Robinson.

SENATOR ROBINSON: Mr. Speaker, members of the body, I rise to
support the suspension of the rules to move the constitutional 
amendment back to the Revenue Committee for hearings. And I 
don't know how many of you went through this, but I think in the 
first four pages T cringed about five or six times. So it's not 
going to be easy for anyone, especially people that are running 
for office next year. Thank goodness I'm not running for office 
next year. But the...I did run through there and I didn't see 
any tax on pork, but I got to thinking maybe this is the bill to 
reducc the pork, huh? I think that's probably what it is. I'm 
not trying to be smart but it sort of chimes in there. I went 
to some budget hearings this summer. I went to a hearing over 
at the Arlington School District, and there were probably about 
40 people there. And believe me they were disgusted, they were 
upset about their property tax. I thought the superintendent 
did a great job of telling them what...if they wanted to reduce 
their property tax, said, well we can cut out the buses for 
$100,000, we can cut out the activities and she listed four or 
five other things, cut out the buses and several different 
things. But believe me those people are very concerned. I went 
to the budget hearing at Washington County and there were about 
15 or 20 people. And the county...the county does a real good 
job, I think they only raised their budget about two and a half, 
three percent. But thos3 people were frustrated. In my own 
school district at Blair, in the last two years, two years ago 
the property taxes went up, property taxes, not the budget, 
property taxes went up 12 percent, last year they went up 
6 percent, and on May 23rd we're going to vote on a $10 million 
bond issue. And I talked to a lot of people and I think 
probably the bond issue will have a tough (inaudible). It's not
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