
proposals occasionally appearing in the media referring to a 
petition process for some type of reduction or limitation or 
elimination of property taxes. And I...this will not interfere 
or have any effect on that probably one way or the other. But 
what I think is important, if this bill is introduced in the 
process that we're talking about, that even if the Legislature 
does not place this amendment on the ballot or this format, this 
concept, when we convene in 2996, if some of these other 
proposals that may go around with petitions, and if those were 
successful many of the things that will be discussed between now 
and the next session would still be appropriate, still be a 
factor if any of those kinds of proposals were to be adopted by 
the people of Nebraska. And so whether or not we are directing 
the discussion to this resolution, which I hope at least will 
give it a better structure than to do nothing. But it will have 
that additional benefit, I think, of helping people to 
understand the consequences if any of these kind of proposals 
are adopted. And finally, I want to say only that it is an 
exceedingly complex issue, as all of you are well aware. When 
we start making any of these kinds of changes, the number of 
other affects are almost without limit, and the need to have a 
coordinated effort with many committees of the Legislature is 
what I would anticipate. Obviously, if you look at some of 
these proposals, Education would be involved. Urban Affairs 
Committee would be involved, the Governmental Committee would be 
involved, in some cases Judiciary, certainly Education if I 
haven't mentioned it, Natural Resources may be involved. It's 
going to be p major effort for all of us over the next several 
months once we start this route. But I would urge that the rule 
be suspended to allow for the introduction of the resolution so 
a process can begin to address this issue statewide, and not 
onl y ... perhaps come up with an appropriate conclusion at the end 
of that discussion, but along with it provide an opportunity to 
not only inform ourselves of all the options that might exist, 
but also assist in providing that kind of background to the 
citizens across the state. I also should add, on this handout, 
while there are a number of things suggested as possibilities, 
other things that are not included obviously are items that 
there have been bills introduced, some which are pending in 
committees, which could be added to what has been spelled out 
here. But this is more of a beginning place for the project, 
and in no way should it be considered that the proposal that has 
been handed out is some kind of a limiting factor, because it's 
not intended to be, and in fact is not. With that, I would urge 
that the rule be suspended to...
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