
February 14, 1995 LB 121

elsewhere. You have plenty of other places we have designated 
smoking areas. You have an option. When you’re in a vehicle 
there is no option, you're in one room, one space and sharing 
that one space. There is no other place so I can see where it 
would be very easy to implement this restriction in a vehicle 
and very difficult and possibly very expensive to implement this 
anywhere else. I think if, for those people who intend to try 
to pursue some type of a smoking ban in buildings or we
discussed yesterday some of these rooms that wouJd have
ventilation, etcetera, that maybe a little more research needs 
to be done and definitely a fiscal...a little bit of fiscal 
research on what the possible impact for costs are on 
implementing something like this, but I don't think it would 
be...I don't think they would incur any expense to go ahead and 
say that we can't...that individuals can't smoke in a vehicle. 
So it makes much more sense to me, at this time, to go ahead d 
vote for the Bohlke amendment and then vote the bill forward so 
that something can be done at this time, and then maybe look 
into it a little more on the cost, definitely on the cost and
the necessity of the ban in buildings. So I will be voting for
the Bohlke amendment. Without it, I will not be voting for this 
piece of legislation. Thank you.
PRESIDENT ROBAK: Thank you, Senator Witek. Senator Robinson.
SENATOR ROBINSON: Madam President and members of the body,
Senator Preister and someone else mentioned it too that we're 
sort of dragging our feet. We shouldn't be dragging our feet, 
we should be leaders in this issue and we certainly haven't 
been. And it's like Senator Preister and Senator Wesely says, 
it does gut the bill. I think it's time that we, as a 
Legislature, show some...that we show some leadership in this 
area and show the people of Nebraska we're concerned about the 
health of the people of Nebraska and the health costs that keep 
rising year after year. Thank you.
PRESIDENT ROBAK: Thank you, Senator. Senator Preister.
SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you, Honorable President, friends all.
We are not the leader in this. We are not taking such a large 
step. I have some of the testimony from Tom Bassett who is 
working with the Coalition for Tobacco-Free Lincoln, and he said 
that he did some investigating and did a survey and this was a 
couple years ago. At that time, 69 percent of the large 
businesses in Omaha, and it says 69...the survey done a couple


