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work. I’m a political animal. I started to work in the 
Republican Party when I was 18 before I could even vote. And 
the reason is because somebody invited to a Young Republicans 
meeting. My family were all Democrats and I went, I like the 
wcrk just to start with because I'm a people person and the 
second thing is the philosophy started coming through to me, it 
seemed to be that that's what I was looking for. But I'll give 
you a little piece of political history about the Unicameral. 
Senator George Norris was the one who went back and forth across 
this state to get a one-house Legislature and it was very 
important to him that it was nonpartisan. We are elected on a 
nonpartisan ticket. The people in 1937 went for that, '36, and 
it came into being in '37. George Norris was a Republican when 
he was elected originally. He changed to Independent. He 
supported Franklin Roosevelt all through the thirties and all of 
his programs. Tennessee Valley Authority, some Republicans 
still think that George Norris did a disservice to the country 
because of TVA, but the Republicans in the State of Nebraska 
punished Senator George Norris in 1942. They ran a Republican, 
Kenneth Wherry, a very good...you know, a great United ftates 
Senator. They forced him out on the ballot. My boss in 
Hastings supported George Norris editorially. He was punished. 
When he ran for Governor the conservative wing of the Republican 
Party did not support him and that was why. They told him right 
out, you're too liberal. He had employee stock options in his 
business. He did things for his employees. He voted for some 
things the one year, the two years that he was in the United 
States Senate that they just thought were too liberal for the 
State of Nebraska. That's how party politics works. You have 
not been in it long enough, Senator Witek, I don't think, to 
realize some of the thingb that happen to individuals, and so 
when you're talking about a secret ballot here on the floor, I'm 
trying to think of organizations that I belong to if there were 
any offices up for where there were more than one person, we 
vote on secret ballot on Boards of Directors because you have to 
have some kind of integrity in whatever group it is to be able 
to work as a roup afterwards. I don't know if it would do 
Senator Schimek any good to know whether or not who votea foi 
her. Is she going to feel any better? No. She might feel 
worse, so...because Senator Dole said not long ago, and it's 
true here, there are senators and Congress people and 
legislators that will look at you and...
SPEAKER WITHEM: One minute.


