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AN ACT relating to physician assistants; to amend sections 7l-1,10?.16,
7l-1,107.17, and 7l-1,107.20, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943; to change provisions relating to
supervision as provided; to harmonize provisions; to repeal
the original sectionsi and to declare an emerSency.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section l. That section 7l-1,107.16, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:

7l-1,107.16. ,+Hs€d-in For purposes of sections
7l-1,107.15 to 7l-1,107.30, unless the context otherwise requires:

(l) Approved protram shall mean a program for the
education o[physician assistants which the board formally aPProves;

(2) Board shall mean lhe Board of Examiners in Medicine
and Surgery;

(3) Department shall mean the Department of llealth of
the State of Nebraska;

(4) Physician assistant shall mean any person who
graduates from a program approved by the Council on Allied Ilealth
Education and Accreditation or its successor agency and the board, who
satisfactorily completes a proficiency examination, and rlho whon! the
board, with the toncurrence of the department, approves to perform
medical services under the supervision of a physician or group of
physicians approved by lhe board to supervise such assistanti

(5) Supervision shall mean the ready availability of the
supervising physician for consultation and direction of the activities of the
physician assistant. Contact with the supervising physician by
ielicommunication shall be sullicient to show ready availability if the
board finds that such contact is sufficient to provide quality medical care.
The level of suoervision mav varv bv geoeraohic location as provided in
section 7l-1.107.17;

(6) Trainee shall mean any Person who is currently enrolled
in an approved program;

(7) Proficiency examination shall mean the initial certifying
examinalion approved by the board for the ccrtification of physician
assistants, including, but not limited to, the examination administered by
the National Commission on Certification o[ Physician Assistants or other
national organization established for such purpose that is recognized by
the board;

(8) Supervising physician shall mean a (a) board-approved
physician who utilizes an approved physician assistant or (b) backup
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physician;
(9) Backup physician shall mean a physician designated by

the supervising physician to ensure supervision ol the physician assistant in
the supervising physician's absence. A backup physician shall be subject
to the same requirements imposed upon the supervising physician when
the backup physician is acting as a supervising physician; and

(10) Committee shall mean the Physician Assistant
Committee created in section 7l-1,107.25.

Sec. 2. That section 7l-1,107.17, Reissue Revised Statutes
of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as floltows:

71-1,107.17. (!l Notwithstanding any other provision of
Iaw, a physician assistant may perform medical services when he or she
renders such services under the supervision of a licensed physician or
group of physicians approved by the board, in the specialty area or areas
for which the physician assistant shall be trained or experienced. Any
physician assistant certified under sections 7l-1,107.15 to 7l-1,107.30 to
perform services may perform those services only:(}) (3) ln the ollice of the supervising physician where
such physician maintains his or her primary practice;

(?) (b) In any other oflice which is operated by the
supervising physician with the personal presence of the supervising
physician. The physician assistant may lunction without the personal
presence of the supervising physician in an oflice other than where such
physician maintains his or her primary practice as orovided in subsection
(2) of this section and when approved on an individual basis by the board.
Any such approval shall require site visits by t}e supervising physician,
regular reporting to the supervising physician by the physician assistant,
and arrangements for supervision at all times by the supervising physician
which are sufhcient to provide quality medical care;(}) @) ln a hospital, with the approvat of the governing
board of such hospital, where the supervising physician is a member of the
staff and the physician assistant is subject to the rules and regulations of
the hospital. Such rules and regulations may include, but need not be
limited to, reasonable requirements that physician assistants and the
supervising physician maintain professional liability insurance with such
coverage and limits as may be established by the hospital governing
board, upon the recommendation of the medical staff; or

$ (g[) On calls outside such ollices, when authorized by
physician and with the approval of the governing board of

any

Sec. 3. That section 7l-1,107.20, Reissue Revised Statutes
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of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:
7l-1,107.20. (l) The board shall lormulate guidelines for

assistants for practicing

ohvsician.
Sec. 4. That original sections 7l-1,107.16, 7l-1,107'17, and

1l-1,107.20, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, are repealed.
Sec. 5. Since an emerBency exists, this act shall be in full

forcc and take effect, from and after its passaBe and approval, according
to law.

1 350

3-

physician

physicians of
assistants shall

of his or her, or
which the assistant or

concurrence of the department,


