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of comments. I have not spoken on the issue since the bill has
been introduced but I would 1like to put maybe a little bit
different light on it, if I may. The only thing, there's been a
lot of discussion and focus on the campus of Curtis.
Understandably so. That's been a bone of contention from the
Board of Regents to the State Legislature for a number of years.
And the program was going to be on the chopping block, was
declared on the chopping block and then resuscitated and revived
and we have been in this debate ever since. The thing I would
like to kind of point out for those people 1in Curtis, those
people that...the students at Curtis that nothing is changed
now, nothing's different today than what we had yesterday.
Nothing is different tomorrow than what was going to be coming
tomorrow. Curtis, right now, is a viable institution as any
other institution in the State of Nebraska. It is just as
viable as the University of Nebraska Lincoln, just as viable as
the state college system, and I say viable as in regards to it's
an entity that has a function that is a part of the education
process of this state and is serving a need. And I'm afraid the
focus has been and some of the headlines have been, is Curtis
going to be closed or not? That has never since the...that has
never been actually a portion, a part of any bill that's been
before the body on General File. That bill was, in essence,
killed in committee. So I think, just for the record, I would
like the people at least, and the students and faculty members
and those in the Curtis area, to understand what the real
headline here is today. It's not that you're under close
scrutiny, you better be careful. It's not that students
shouldn't make...should not apply to go there in the future.
It's none of the above. It is simply that there is a program,
it's a part of our educational system. It's filling a need like
all of our other systems and, like all of our other systems, it
will be evaluated as all programs will be evaluated by a
Postsecondary Education Commission. And we don't know what it's

going to do. There will be many programs of doctoral degrees
that may not...may or may not be allowed in certain
institutions. There may be some programs that will be

disallowed at UNL or at UNK or at Chadron. We don't know. And,
for all we know, that which is going on at Curtis will continue
for a long, long time. But we do know one thing that no matter
what the Postsecondary Education Commission does, it will say if
there's duplication, it will find where the best place for us to
offer that program for the students of the region and students
of Nebraska. If there's some change that needs to be done, it's
not that there's not going to be a program offered somewhere in
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