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and a point that we need to look at. But that's a point that we

can visit next year. Secondarily, the. .as far as I can tell

from the evidence that was submitted to us at the Appropriations
Committee level that the projects that were being undertaken on

the local level were good projects, sound projects, well thought
out projects that, in all probability, could not be done within

existing budgets. With the cutting off of revenue

sharing...revenue sharing dollars to cities, the needs for some

of these projects were delayed and the MIRF money enabled cities

and municipalities across the state to do some of the projects.
Thirdly, the concept of regionalism came up at the committee,
which I...and I think it's a valid idea. One of the objections
to MIRF that was voiced during the committee was that some of

these communities are so small that the number...the dollars

that they do receive cannot possibly be put to any good use.

And that is a valid objection, I think, with some communities
where the dollars they receive are, in some cases, less than a

thousand dollars. But we did talk to the representatives of the

league at that time about the concept of regionalism and

amending MIRF to encourage smaller communities to group together
into regional groups, groupings, and to utilize MIRF to do

regional projects. And I believe that that is. .would be a good
idea down the line. And, fourthly, I do...would make a

differentiation between this particular program and other state

aid projects. Granted, state aid to municipalities was not cut

in this budget. The Governor chose not to take a cut in MIRF

and it seems to me that when state aid which is a general
appropriation to...cities and municipalities do what they want,
we have with MIRF an appropriation which is earmarked to

infrastructure development. So it is not a...it is not like

state aid in that respect. So, for those four reasons, I would

recommend that we not take the cut in MIRF but that we take a

very hard look at it next year and maybe find some better ways
of funding MIRE and look at some of the bonding opportunities
that are available through MIRF funding. One of the questions
we asked of the representatives of the league that were there

was, how do you utilize MIRF in your ability to bond projects?
And there was some discussion about that. Apparently MIRF is

utilized as a part of a bonding application but it is not

totally reliant. .that the prOJects are not totally reliant on

MIRF, obviously, because of the potential...potentiality that

the Legislature could cut the funding out as they are doing,
potentially doing here. But bonding is a posi...utilizing MIRF

funding for bonding purposes is a potential...
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