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well, these exemptions, these farm exemptions, they don't make
any difference to people in Lancaster County, or people in
Douglas County, because there's relatively no farm property in
those counties, relatively speaking. But the figures now have
come in on 1059, and how the distribution formula works with
1059. And additional figures will be coming, breaking things
down further. But the point is the first figures that are
coming out are indicating that the change in the resources
portion of the formula, a change that is affected marketably by
whether or not you exempt personal property in different
categories. The changes that are affected have very dramatic
impacts on the wurban communities. If you take Lincoln, for
example, and the Lincoln Public School System, and if you look
at the impact of state aid with all personal property tax on,
and with all personal property off, the impact on the City of
Lincoln 1is 4.3 million dollars. You don't think I'm interested
in how many personal property tax exemptions there are, you
don't think I should be, 4.3 million dollars. The impact on the
Omaha School Systems 1is in the millions. The impact on the
Elkhorn School System, $400,000; Millard, 3.1 million; Papillion
1.2 million; Grand Island, half a million; Scottsbluff $170,000.
Things are all related now, and things that seem isolated are

not 1isolated. And we have to think in a much more complex
manner than we did before. But I can tell you this, when all of
this comes around next year, whether it comes around on a
statutory proposition, assuming that this constitutional

amendment passes this session and is passed into law, is
approved by the people, or whether it comes around with no

constitutional amendment coming out of this session, in which
case you would be looking, those who want exemptions would be
looking for 30 votes for a new constitutional amendment. Any

way it comes around, everybody is going to be interested. And I
think that we can expect that this next session is going to be
perhaps the hardest of many hard sessions in recent years. But
I  just wanted to point out to people that this is not an
abstract, theoretical, idealistic interest that's being taken by
the urban communities. With the 1059 formula, in effect, every
farm exemption out there, for example, not only relieves a
farmer and shifts the tax within the district, but then the
relatively rich, so to speak, districts are funneling more aid
to those districts that are not using resources that are
available to them. That I see as part of the problem, and it
only...I think it does relate, in a general sense, to the
specific amendment to the amendment that I have in front of you.
And I hope you will give careful consideration to the amendment.
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