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SENATOR HALL: I would have no problem with that, as long as it
was not too narrow of an interpretation to I guess, say, for

example, there is a tract of land that a farmer owns, and I have
to use your time because I'm way down the list.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: That's all right, because I asked you.

SENATOR HALL: Okay. And 85 percent of it is used for

agricultural purposes. On the other 15 percent he runs a

machine shop. What does the term "exclusively" do to that

individual, or at least to the assessment of his property? And
the percentages can change, I guess. But what happens at that

point? What's your intent?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: If the machine shop is there for the purpose
of repairing his or her machinery and equipment that would be
used in conjunction with the agricultural or horticultural

activities, it would not apply. But you could. under the

language of this constitutional amendment, have a commercial
machine shop which brought in far more money than the

agricultural part, 85 percent could be used, it doesn't say that
it has to be productive. It says it has to be used for that

purpose, so it could be rocky, it could not have enough nitrate

or other things that are needed in the soil to grow anything,
but you could make the effort and designate it as being used for
that purpose...not....You don't have to be successful as a

farmer to be called a farmer,...

SENATOR HALL: Right.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...and, in fact, many are not.

SENATOR HALL: Right, it says actively.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Right. So you could have a much more

lucrative activity, and that land would be valued, for tax

purposes, only on the agricultural use and not the other. And
this constitutional amendment, based on its terminology, as‘ I
read it, would mean that you have to disregard the other value,
because the amendment says and contemplates a different value
that the land would have and perhaps a higher value. But if
it's used actively for agricultural purposes, you disregard the
other. And it doesn't say it has to primarily be used for

agricultural purposes, no percentage, nothing, if it's actively
used.
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