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our decision is, do you want to go with a third year? After
three vyears, 1 don"t think you"re any longer premature about
talking on making a decision. And 1 think it"s not premature to
talk about now is the time to make the decision before you start
setting an historical trend, do you really choose to put General

Fund dollars in this agency. And that"s one of those things you
go back to when it was created and, obviously, at some point in
time it was said we"re not going to ask the taxpayers to fund
this agency, it"s something that we are going to fund ourselves
with our own fees and our own sports and things like that.

Unfortunately, the demand is no longer there. The argument
about money being taken away, and 1 think Senator Hillman laid
it on...hit it very well, after 15 years it"s one of those
things that would the money really have been here. I mean,

arguably, given the demand of that agency, you know, the money
likely would have been...may well have been spent. You don"t
know. To argue that, automatically, had we been not taking
money away 15 years ago it would now be there, 1 guess 1 have
trouble believing that one. Probably the best argument is that,

hey, 15 years ago we helped you out, now it"s time to help you
out. That one, 1 can... I will swallow that one. That one is a
tough one to argue against. To argue that, you know, if they
wanted to take the money away 15 years ago, they wouldn®t have
this problem, |1 think you probably still would have the problem.

Merging the agency, obviously, the Nelson administration
actually proposed that this agency be merged with the Department
of Economic Development to solve that problem. And if 1
remember right, that was brought up at the hearing, 1 think,

these people were adamantly opposed to going and being merged
with the Department of Economic Development as well. So I don™t
know what you merge it with. Maybe one of the more logical

things would be to merge it with the Department of Health, but
many of the doctors in the Department of Health have a little
problem with theboxing industry as a whole and so it may be
oxymoronic to put it in the Department of Health when they"re
going and beating their brains out. That"s one of the problems
there. | don"t know if the Department of Health is the right
place to put it either. So I don"t know where you can logically

put it You don®"t want to put it in the Gaming Commission or
the Racing Commission because you're trying to stay away from
gambling, obviously. 1 don"t know a logical place to put it.

As far as dumping it on local governments, you know, one thing
we could do 1is do away with the regulation altogether. Many
states have done that. That is the way they have chosen to do
that. But, at the same time, if you do that, local governments
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