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That"s pretty effective in terms of bringing people who have
been pulled over, stopped and ticketed for DWI, in terms of
whether or not they"re found guilty. Ninety-seven out of 100
are found guilty of driving while under the influence. And with
regard to the issue of what happens on...what percentage, |1
guess, of...and whether or not our current DWI statutes have
worked, it was also testified to thefact that in Douglas
County, the most heavily populated county, the most amountof
traffic in thisstate with regard to motor vehicles that are on
the road, which is going to mean there are probably going to be
the highest percentage of individuals who might be driving after
having some alcohol, that the representative amount Iis
4 percent, 4 percent of all the fatalities that took place in
Douglas County were alcohol related, 4 percent. Now I wish that
was zero, and 1 wish there were zero percent fatalities. |
don’t want anybody to die in an automobile accident. And 1
don"t want anybody who"s been drinking alcohol to cause that
accident, or to die in an accident themselves. But the fact of

the matter is look at the statistics. The system we have in
place right now is working. Maybe there are some things we
should 1look at. I"'m not opposed to that. I"'m not of the

opinion that LB 291 in some areas probably doesn"t have some
merit and that the bill probably is going to pass. None of the
amendments that |1 have proposed are anything less than
substantive. They all deal with policy questions, they all need
to be debated. We don"t need to sign on to them blindly, nor do
we need to sign onto the committee amendments blindly and say
that we"ve done something that"s going to make our system
better. You don®"t come in here, Hladies and gentlemen, and
double the penalty, double the jail time without cause. There®s
been no cause shown, there has been no cause shown. Then we put
in place a system called ALR, automatic license revocation, that
says you"re guilty until you prove yourself innocent. And you
don*t prove yourself innocent in the courts. You prove yourself
innocent to a hearing officer, a hearing officer. And Senator
Beyer talks about backlog, you want to see backlog, we all know
individuals, and as a whole | commend the law enforcement
profession, they are a tremendous group of people. But in
this...and they have an extremely difficult job. Dealing with
individuals like me on a day-to-day basis is tough. I mean talk
about dealing with somebody who is under the influence, it would
have to be murder. And they deal with all forms and all walks
of life when they"re out there, risking their lives, literally,
to protect us. But, ladies and gentlemen, they"re human, too.
And If you think that ALR...



