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University of Nebraska for education that is costing seven, 
eight hundred thousand dollars a year now, just from the 
education aspects of it, and all of the operators out there do 
have licenses. They are required to follow the labels, and they 
are required to keep the records of how much of what chemical 
went where. This bill being implemented in Nebraska does the 
same thing. How would Nebraska benefit as far as water quality 
is concerned by having the state take on and spend all this 
money for the same thing that is being done by the federal 
government?
SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Well, Senator, we do have through FIFRA the
training program that is administered through the Extension 
Service, which I think you are talking about. Obviously, they 
have no enforcement, as a university. All they do is basically 
train personnel to use or properly use restricted-use products. 
What I envision this program would do is, more than anything 
else, help us investigate those circumstances that may occur...
SPEAKER BAACK: One minute.
SENATOR R. JOHNSON: ...where a restricted-use product was
improperly used. We hope that that would not have to happen but 
reality tells us, in fact, I believe we had a hearing in Natural 
Resources on Friday where we are talking about secondary 
containment of chemicals, and several chemical dealers came 
forward saying they knew of accidents that happened on on-site 
or on-farm storage but had not been reported. So we know that 
contamination does occur periodically by mistake but we have, 
basically, no enforcement to investigate and I would say that is 
the biggest aspect of this particular problem or program is that 
when and if an accident would occur, obviously the University of 
Nebraska does not have the authority nor the ability to go out 
and do any kind of investigative work. So this program, 
obviously, would investigate those problems and hopefully begin 
the cleanup. But I would go back to my original comment, FIFRA 
program, as I see it, is designed for prevention...
SPEAKER BAACK: Time.
SENATOR R. JOHNSON: ...and education and I guess that is what I
would (interruption)...
SENATOR ELMER: Thank you. Senator. I will put my light on
again so you can have some more time.


