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absolutely no idea what they are there to do and are supposed to
do and what they are supposed to enforce and study. That"s the
way it is. I'm sure that"s the way it 1is on many councils.
There®"s people we all know that don"t take the time to do the
job right and there®s people that take the time and take their
Jobs very seriously. And the double standard that Senator
Johnson mentioned is exactly what 1*m talking about. The
pressures on that gentlemen from the gas company will be very
real unless they are the gold, the heart of gold corporation,
concerned about the citizens of the State of Nebraska. Now this
is a pipeline company now, mind you, a pipeline company who 1
don"t think this particular pipeline company sued the State of
Nebraska, but 1 think their parent corporation did sue the State
of Nebraska. Now these are the corporate officers that we"re
going to be concerned that they won"t put any undue pressure on
one of their corporate members to act in a manner that would
affect negatively the bottom line of their corporation because
they will sit back and say, no, it"s better for the citizens of
Nebraska if you vote against our economic interest. Now this is
what we"re talking about. Now iIf we want to talk about conflict
of interest, let"s talk about it. There are some good
corporations and there are some bad corporations just as there
are good commissioners and bad commissioners, good senators and

bad senators. But we have a real problem the way this is set
up, In my opinion. Another gentleman nominated 1is a chemical
and fertilizer dealer. He will be writing rules and regs that

directly affect his personal business. Agaln, he said iIt"s no
problem, 1 will either excuse myself from the vote...

SPEAKER BAACK: One minute.

SENATOR MORRISSEY: ...or 1 will vote in favor of the
environmental concerns of the citizens of the State of Nebraska.
And all of them said that quite honestly and this gentleman |
believe owned his own business so he won®"t experience the
pressures that the gentleman will, that works for the
corporation, the pipeline company. Now the gentleman we did not
move, Mr. Sommer, the conflict of interest that caused the
concern, was a lawsuit that an organization he belonged to had
against Ferrett Industries. And that lawsuit claimed, and
rightfully so in my opinion, 1 believe if you want to do any
study on 1it, that this was a wholly owned foreign company
operating in the State of Nebraska. So this gentleman”s
cgnfllfjct of interest was that he didn"t think this corporation
should. ..

8219



