May 13, 1991 LB 425

SENATOR LABEDZ: 111 be very brief. Madam President. 1 have to
arise and oppose the Hillman amendment also. As a grandparent |
would have to Ulive the rest of my ’life without telling my
husband, or without telling my daughter that her daughter had an

abortion, without notifying the mother or the father. So |1
believe the way LB 425 1is written now, with one parent, is
sufficient without having to go to the grandparent. I can"t

imagine any grandparent, grandmother, or grandfather carrying
that secret the rest of their lives without telling their own
child. They were taught, as 1 was taught, to communicate with
the parents, and 1 would expect that they would feel that way
about talking to their own daughter. And 1 would object to the
Hillman amendment. To have an adult family member shall mean
one parent, grandparent, or stepparent. 1 believe it should be
communication between one of the parents, either the father, or
the mother, or they have other options, of course, if they don"t
want to tell the mother or the father. But to put that on the
grandparent or the stepparent, |1 think that it goes against what
1"ve been taught, and what many others have been taught, that
communication with the parent is probably the most important
thing that any of us have ever done »n our whole [lives. And
even with my family of 17 children, we all communicated with our
parents, we had no problems, no sexual or...no physical abuse in
our family. And 1 recall Senator Chambers, on General File, was
talking about the love and respect he had for his children and
for what the children had for him. And that should be in every
family. Of course we know it isn"t, as Senator Rasmussen said,
there are not all families that are as beautiful and close and
have the close relationship as | have had and many of you have
had on the floor. But to say that they can go to a grandparent,
and that grandparent cannot, at any time, go to the parent,
because that would even make matters worse. You have a mother,
you have a father, and in some cases the child will not want to
tell either one of those, then | don"t think that going to the
stepparent, or the grandfather, or grandmother is going to help
anything. And 1 would stand and oppose the Hillman amendment to
LB 425. Thank you.

PRESIDENT MOUL: Thank you. Senator Labedz. Senator Crosby.

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you. Madam President and members. Well
here®s another one of those amendments that has a lot of common
sense in it. 1 do appreciate the fact, 1 said this on General

File, that 1 will say this time around I think there®*s more of
us listening to each other than have before on this issue. |
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