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amendment number four that is before us, I think the body needs 
to also, in light of all the debate, also take a minute and ask 
yourself a couple of questions. I was talking, for example, to 
Senator Moore and other people earlier in the debate and I asked 
the question, I said i f  this rule had been in effect last year, 
would it  have made any difference on the process that took place 
unfortunately last year? And the answer, wholeheartedly or 
halfheartedly, but begrudgingly, at least, was no. It would 
have had no effert and the reason it  would have had no effect is 
because the process worked well as far as how things were 
brought up, but the institution broke down a little  bit because 
of the process on both sides. For example, twice the suspension 
motion came up to suspend the rules to cease debate and come to 
an immediate vote. Twice. It only required 30 votes, and in 
both occasions, there were not 30 votes. So you need to ask 
yourself, well, then i f  there were not 30, would there have been 
33? I don 't  think so. Wouldn't have made any difference, but 
the one section of this particular rule that everyone is not 
even talking about is what happens towards, well, really any 
part of the session if  you are on Select F ile . We are talking 
about an amendment that may be important or not, but the 
following amendment, there may be a technical amendment
following that is relatively important to the b ill  to make it  
workable, needs to be done. The body gets angry or emotional 
for whatever reasons, passes cloture, goes to Final Reading. 
All other amendments that were pending, whether they were
absolutely necessary or not, cannot be talked about. 
Automatically, we are done. Now what happens if  there is  a 
technical amendment that the b ill  has to have, for new members 
and old members, to remind us, we f ile  a motion to send the b ill  
back to Select F ile , back to Select File for a specific 
amendment. Okay, and if  I read the amendment right, on 
amendment number four, that is a different stage of debate now. 
There is another eight hours, another eight hours that you would 
have before. . .  that you could put amendments to the amendment, 
for example, on the rule that cam e...on  the amendment that was 
going to be offered on Select File , another eight hours. Then
you could do cloture, simply because we acted too quickly and
you did not allow that which needed to be done to happen. And I 
guess what I am trying to say is for every emotional reaction we 
have to stop one thing in a democratic process, we also have to 
remember the effects of it . There are always effects elsewhere 
down the line and we have to be willing to accept those as well. 
Personally, this particular amendment makes it  easier, to be 
quite honest. It makes it  easier to delay.


