April 9, 1990 LB 1126

Caregiving is that service of providing assjstance to the
el derly for children, for the handicapped, for disabled, znqwe
find in this particular area that personal care g3ides are
getting paid very poorly. They get 3.35 mninumwage that w |l
be going up here shortly but we would like to take them to $5
and  hour, if they have conpleted training. The cost of is i

about $180,000. The first year of that brings In abouf $ESB0,00?)
in federal funds. It goes down in cost in General Funds to
149,000 the next year and then 250,000 of federal fund. gy ot
providi ng adequate reimbursenent to these individuals, you "paye
the |ikelihood of these disabled individuals going into home
heal th care agenci es which cost nmuch more nursing home care.

And so, in fact, this js a cost effective way to neet their
needs. It's also a humane way tOopeet their needs. These
individuals are unable to care for thensel ves. They need to

have this assistance and this reinbursenent woefully
i nadequate. So | think it's cost effective and in agditlon IHIS
is a much smaller version of the bill, LB 1126 woul d have cost
much nore than this, but this was picked as the hi ghest need b

the_ Appr_oprl atl_on_s CO_ITm ttee and_We went al ong with that

delineation, bringing it down to this level. cCertainly, we can
at least do _this much to help in the caregiving for these
individuals. Therewas a young man who was getting a hold of ne
and was in the back of the roomon crutches who s gesperately
in need of this assistance, as there are many other individuals
across the state, facel ess and voi cel ess. But, hopefully, you
will listen to themand care about them and vote %,or this
assistance so that they might continue to have individuals
helping them who will do a good job,provide themwth the

dignity that they deserve. Wth that , | would ask for vyour
support for this override.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Warner, please, followed by
Senator Byars.

SENATOR WARNER:  Nr . President and menbers of {phe |egislature

Senator Wesely has outlined pretty clearly what the action o

the Appropriations Conmittee was on this and \what the initial
cost, as well as the initial services that would have been
provided. Personally, | think this is a nodest amount of mgpey
relative to the total problem aAnd | also believe that the kind
of care that is provided and woul d be ygjnbursed fromthese are
for individuals where nost certainly it ought to be done. apqj

woul d hope that the body would override this veto i, order to
make some small adjustnment in the salaries for those peopFe who
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