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higher poverty limits, in case you associate this bil l wi t h
Douglas County and, in fact, 17 counties with lower percentages
of poverty level folks. I also would like to remind you that
there are two hospitals in the Omaha-Lincoln areas that provide
about 90 percent of this kind of care, in outstate about
75 percent of t he hospitals provide 90 percent of the care in
those areas. I would just also like to remind you, because I
don't want to talk any more than necessary on this, it's an
issue we' ve discussed many times, to remind you how important it
is. If you go by Lutheran Hospital which recently closed, there
is a s i gn on the d oor and i t says , For Emergencies G o To
C reighton, S t . Jo e Hospital. They are accepting all the poor
folks, all of the people who fall through the cracks, those that
aren't eligible for Nedicare and Nedicaid, those that don't have
enough income to get into a CHIPS program and, in fact, the
eligibility criteria, if anything, is too...is too restrictive.
But, nevertheless, it's a beginning. It helps us, I t hink,
understand the priorities that w e sho ul d us e when we spend
property tax dollars. In any case, they should never be used to
try to pay for health care costs. It also creates, as far asI 'm concerned, very good policy for the state and I think it' s
the kind of legislation that does deserve your attention. And
if we don't do it now,when'? Now is as good a time, in fact,
even a better time than any to consider this important
legislation. So I would simply ask for your support to override

PRESIDENT: Thank you .
Senator Langford.

SENATOR WARNER: Nr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
this is another large spending item. It was pointed out, not
this year, but it's long-tean impact is significant. If this is
overridden and 1059 is overridden, there's still a million eight
left this year, so there's no problem as far as t h e 3 per c e nt
reserve is co ncerned. But, at the cost and with the projections
and the assumptions, rather, that are used for the following
fiscal year, whether LB 1059 is overridden or not, based on the
assumptions we would be running a deficit of somewhere between
1 2 and $20 mil l i o n . One of the concerns I have had all along on
some of this legislation as we ex p and what , in effect, is
entitlement programs, because if they' re being enacted, they
ought to be f unded. But if we' re going to have near l y hal f ,
40 to 5 0 p e r cent of our bu d get, st at e General Fund budget,
increasing at a rate faster than the average growth in receipts

Senator Warner, please, followed by
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