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Senator Schmit.

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President and members of the Legislature, I
h aven' t be e n spe a k i n g very frequently on the status of things
because it's only larger items that at least i ndiv i d u a l l y t end
to make a d ifference. And I would merely comment on LB 42,
while its impact initially is not so much, nevertheless, if this
override is successful and if LB 1059 is successful, there would
still remain 2.1 million available in a sense and still be above
the statutory 3 percent reserve but it does begin to get us i n
difficulty in the out y ea r s beca us e t hen we w i l l have a
continuation that will be higher than what c ould be sust ai n e d
even with 6.5 percent growth during the next biennium. But
that's not my. ..what I wish to express. Senator Chambers, h as ,
in fact, already expressed my concern. I would have no problem
at all with $100,000 salary for Supreme Court judges. I c ou l d
support that very readily. But the tie, as pointed out by
Senator Chambers, that was enacted a few years ago an d wh i ch ,
unfortunately, I have to say I voted for, but that tie makes it
increasingly difficult for me to support this increase as it is
proposed all the way down the line. A nd, f o r t h o s e r e a s ons , I
will not do it. But, secondly, again it has been pointed out in
the case of judges it is not like other constitutional officers.
T hose sala r i e s , as a practical matter, can be a djusted sev e r a l
times in the course of that four-year period because whenever,
as y o u al l know, whenever a new j udge c omes o n , t h at ' s
considered a n ew term for a ll an d, therefore, effectively
triggers the salary adjustment. So it's not the same situation
as we face with the other constitutional officers, w hether i t ' s
a one-shot opportunity. With those comments, I do not intend to
support t h e o v e r r i de .

P RESIDENT: Th a n k y o u . Senator Schmit, please, f ol lowed b y

SENATOR S C HMIT: Mr. President and members, i t ' s always
interesting to me about how minds can be changed from one v o t e
to another, how righteous and indignant we can be about a system
that was never discussed or debated any time across the board.
My friends, Senator Warner, Senator Chambers, spoke a b ou t t he
tie of the Supreme Court judges to the rest of the system. I do
not believe there was an amendment proposed by either of those
fine legislators to separate one from the other. I a sk t hem
now, i s one l eve l of justice more important than another? Idon' t t h i n k s o. The county court handles the heavy workload in

Senator Korshoj .
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