April 9, 1990 LB 42

the way these judges act when you come into their court.

the attorney will say, well, your honor, nmy client has travel ed
100 miles.

PRESIDENT: Time. Time.

SENATOR HABERNAN:  He stayed all night and it has cost hima | ot

of money. | don't care, you're late, | will see you next \eek.
You come back next week in my court and you be here on tine.
But what happens, fellow senators, wken the judge s 15 or
20 minutes |ate? Wh that's fine. Hishonor couldn't be

there. His court di dn'yt' start on tine.
PRESIDENT: Time.

SENATOR HABERMAN: And you know what? Nobody could do anything

about it. ~ Therefore, | ask you to sustain the veto on the
increase on judges' salary. Thank you, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or Chanbers, followed
varner and Senator Schmit. by Senator

SENATOR CHAMBERS'  Nr. Chairman and nembers of the Legislature,
after that preenpted strike by Senator Kristensen, there ;¢ pgo
way in the world that | could say the kind of things that he has
said that | ~would say about the judges, especjally when I
couldn't say it nore convincingly and persuasively than he,
hinmself, said. | nmeant whenhe wa talking abouttheir

i nconpetency, their unfairness, etcetera, etcetera, to quote
Senator Chi zek. But what | amgoing to talk about Is something
that the Governor mentioned. But before I get to per veto
message, | want to state here that | believe a m stake was nade
when all of the salaries of all the judges at 5| |evels were
tied to those of the Supreme Court. when they were tied to the
salary of the Chief Justice, that was a Way ot jnpsulating the
i nconpetence from any kind of scrutiny because the arguman?s can
be made that SenatorKristensen is nmaking. The Chief Justice
and those on the Supreme Court wok very hard. They are
overworked already. They have got too many cases, trying to do
t he best they can, and that way we never get a chance to | ook at
that inconpetency that, in fact, does gexist at | ower levels.

And, despite what he said about the problens, you never see a
rash of resignations fromthe bench because there s {00 nuch
work and there is not enough noney. They' ve got a confortable
feather bed to rest in for the rest of their natural |ives and
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