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P RESIDENT: Tha n k y o u . S enator Abboud, p l eas e , f ol l owed b y
S enator Lynch and Senato r L angf o r d . Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Question .

PRESIDENT: The question has been called. Do I see f i v e h a nds?
I do. the question is, shall d ebate cease? All those in favor
vote aye, opposed nay . Record, Mr. C l e r k , p l ea s e .

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Deb at e has c e a sed . Senat o r Li n d s ay or S e n a to r
Chisek, which one is going to close? S enator L i n d s ay .

SENATOR LINDSAY: Thank you, Mr. President, and members, I would
like to address, I guess, a couple o f i ss u e s . Senator C h ambers
has...it's a fairly valid point, but we have to look at what the
answer is and I think that's what...maybe what we ought to be
concerned with. He talks about redistricting. I think there' s
been attempts to do that in th e past t hat h a v e n o t b e e n
successful. If that's the answer you want, be prepared to vote
for it, and if that's what you want as far as if that's what the
members want, to risk the redistricting which may end up in some
of your...in some of the smaller population districts and losing
your j udge , t hen , you know, I guess that's the answer. Our
thought was that there has not been an increase, a lthough c ase s
have c o n t i n ue d t o increase, there's not been an increase in a
judge assigned to Douglas County in 18 years. The f i gu r e s , I
think, tell you how far the cases have increased that if. . . i f w e
have the same number of judges with a 100 percent increase in
felony cases, with 108 percent increase in civil cases, with a
30 percent increase in domestic relations cases, the same number
of judges just simply aren't going to be able to handle that. I
think we have to have an increase in judges if we expect to have
the judicial system operating efficiently. The alternative is
we' re going to have some people released. We' re going t o h a v e
some people sitting in jail without bail. W e' re going t o h a v e
some people who aren't going to get their civil cases heard for
a couple years or longer and then probably sitting waiting for
t he bac k l o g i n the appellate system after t hat , or t he
alternative is that maybe redistricting is the answer and if
that is the answer, then we' re going to have some of you people
here explaining to your constituents why you lost a district
judge in your district. I think this is a reasonable answer to
a very , v e r y s e r i o u s p r o b l em. The enormous caseload just has to
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