April 9, 1990 LB 503

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Wthem please.

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes, Nr. President, nenbers of the body, this
is the type of veto that's real Idy tenpting to sustain, to have a
Governor veto her own salary and say, |et her |ive with it

There are some of ys that wonder how | ong she's going to be
living with this particular salary. But that gets into the
partisan aspect of t his sort of thing. A couple of years ago
we, on this floor of the Legislature, spent an awful lot of our
time and an awful |ot of our energy raisi ngn_our salaries. |
don't know i f Senator Peterson has turned back "his pay increase
because it's t00 puch, or donated it to salary, or what he's
done. But we | ooked at statistics on where we compare with
other states on |egislativesalaries, agnd we indicated that we
felt that'we needed an increase. And we did it. And it wasn't
all that popular anong a lot of constituents. veanh we did get
people to vote for it, but we had sone fingers point'ed us.
And we did it pecause we knew it was the right thing to do,
that, if you don't make public service worthwhile, you' re pot
going to get worthwhile people to serve the public.” aAnpdthat' s
all there is to it. Constitutional officers galaries can only
be raised once every four ears. Four years agothey did

receive a raise. It was a tough issue at ;
don't pass 503 over the Governor's veto, ittp\nafl tt')errea'not herIffOl\f\f'e

years. And, no, nobody is going tostarve to death, but we're
going to get further behind in Nebraska. And good, quality
i ndividuals, not for Governor, there is always sonebody that
wants to be Governor, but there is not always somebody tnhat
wants to be State Auditor,or sonebody that wants to be State
Treasurer, Senator Schimek, or some of those other sorts of

issues. (Laughter.) You know, | guess there is always sonebody
that vill take on those jobs (laugh). But we really do need to,
inall seriousness, ywe really do need to make these posjtions
worthwhile. | wish the Governor had not vetoed this particular
neasure. I don't think anybody woul d have sai d anything about

it had she allowed a reasonable pay increase to go into gffect.
I think we should sustain the Kristensen veto.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. sSenator Korshoj, please.
SENATOR KORSHOJ:  Question.

PRESIDENT: Question has been called. Dol see five hands'? |
do, and the question is, shall debate cease? Al those in favor
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