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the sales, the dealer loses that income, s o we l os e a l l ar ou n d .
The 80,000 was asked for the Revenue Department to key on the
loss of these taxes to out-of-state implement dealers by paying
the other states to perform audits on implement dealers that we
thought were performing a lot of these sales. I still think we
can save a lot of money this way. I think the 80,000 can pay
for itself and show the Department of Revenue that, yes, this is
an item where the state is losing a lot of dollars. And I t h i nk
it is pretty important to all of the implement d ealer s on t he
border. And, again, I would like to emphasize that if thesale
is found, they made a sale and did not collect sales tax on that
sale, it will be a citizen of Nebraska who wil l bec o me c al l ed
upon to pay that tax so it will be our citizens who will pay
that tax. And I have had a couple of pretty mad farmers call me
up after I got this...brought this amendment and t he b o d y
adopted it saying it is not the way to go. W e should s i mp l y
eliminate the sales tax on farm equipment which is pretty easy
t o s ay bu t no t real easy to do. I made the case of buying a
home and how these citizens that are going out state to buy
these large ticket i tems wi l l soone r or later drive these
implement dealers out of business, and thus they will be forced
to go across the border to buy their small parts and get all of
their repairs done. We h ave d o n e a l o t o f talking about
priorities and I know this is a tough day for everyone. I know
i t i s e s p e c i a l l y t ou g h , I h at e t h i s d ay , and I guess we bring it
upon ourse l v es , b u t I ' d a sk y o u t o consi de r the amount of
dollars that we are losing outstate in sales tax, and thus the
loss in income to the state, and support the veto override so we
can key on these issues through the Department o f R e v e nu e and
discover how much is being lost and how much enforcement we need
a nd br i n g h om e t o the folks on the border areas that you had
better be buying at home because it is good for the whole s tate .
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you . Di scu s s i o n ? Senator Rod J ohnson.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: N r. Speaker , member s , S enator Mo r r i s se y
outlined the path that we can take. There really are two paths
in this question. One is to go out there and try and prosecute
those farmers who are buying machinery across the state lines
and bringing it back into Nebraska without paying sales tax, or
t he other is t h e reverse psy c h o lo gy which is to go out and
repeal the tax on machinery as is the case in many other states.
And I guess I would prefer the latter and that was t h e way I
voted on the amendment, that Senator Norrissey added to do the
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