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| renenber reading in Inperial, Nebraska, | believe, where three
teachers took this on as their voluntary project and they are
now teaching 60 people. Central City, Nebraska, a large
Lut heran Church wonmen took this on. Cozad, Nebraska;: Ainswort%,
Nebraska, and it s even Barbara Bush's priority, adult
literacy. More and nore people are becomng uare. This is
groups of people that sinply volunteer. |t is 97 to 98 per cent

volunteer, and what this is is through the Library Commission,
they agreed to handle the funding. Theycamein  and asked for

$12,000, to Senator Wthemand I, if we could please help  them
in getting funding. Then after doing a little bit of research
anda litcle bit of work, I, nyself, became very confident that

I could probably raise $6,000 and, with Senator Wthem | am
sure we can. So we said to the Appropriations Committee, they
were going to ask for twelve, give us $6,000, andpersonally I

will go out and try to raise the other $6,000, gnd | will have
to tell you that the yesponse and the ones that | have asked has
been 100 percent. It i1s, basically, yolunteers. | don't know

of any other way that you can get your better use of {phe money
and these are people that need to read, learn. For example, we
have the Laotians. Lexjngton, Nebraska, | am sure, will have a
lot of Hispanics comingin. These are people that need to be
able to read to get their driver's license, t0 gayen read food
labels, and even to beable to work. Youmaybea very good
wor ker but you honestly can't even read the (irecti ons and so
on. It also...they help with the GED program and they al so help
with adul t living skills. The wunemployed in Nebraska,
approxi mately 22 percent do not have a hi gh school educati on.
Seventy-five percent of all the correctional systeminmates do
not have a high school education. This is to bri ng volunteers
together and to help the volunteers to get them ,q5ain faniliar
with the programand to go out to get nore volunteé€rs. ' Tpe need
is very, very great. So what | amdoing is asking for $6, 000.
I know...and the Governor said it shouldbe directed to

programs. That is not how it works. If all the noney was
directed to one or two schools, or one or two communities for a
program that doesn't cover the need. This is sinply to help
the volunteers that give so nuch of their time to help people
that simply cannot readfor one reason or another, and they do
need that extra encouragement to read. So what | am aski ng = for
is $6,000, and as | say, | have not in a matter of time got it
inwiting, but everyone that | have asked for help in the
corporate and so on have agreed to help me out on theother
$6,000. So I amnot coming in asking for a [ot ¢ money, but
these are people that are really in need and, again, they are
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