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are getting 15 percent r eturn a nd som e peo p l e are ge t t i ng
10 percent turn. The state employee pension plan has lost over
$10 million per year or $50 million for the past five years. We
have contacted firms that are experts in this and they have
assured us that we will get our money's worth. W e are go ing t o
look at the annual cost of health living increases, heal t h
insurance retirees, early retirement, moving pension funds from
one public retirement plan to another without loss of f unds t o
employees and lump sum withdrawals. I t h i n k t h i s wo u l d b e a
v ery, v e r y wi se expe n d i t u r e o f $ 10 0 . 0 0 0 and a sk f or y ou r
support . Than k yo u , Nr . Pr e si d e n t .

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Senator Haberman. Senator B a r r e t t ,
I will recognize you for the purpose of discussing the fourth of
the concepts in the measure and then I will work through the
lights, starting with Senator Elmer. Senator B a r r e t t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u , N r . Pr e s i d e n t , and members, this is
the fourth part of the little package that Senator Haberman has
put together and I appreciate his doing so. This is the little
$70,000 appropriation to...for a video production of t h i s
Legislature. I know that at the time w e debated it f o r the
first time or the last time, I should say, there were some
lighthearted comments. But I think when you f olks ca st your
final vote you were serious. There are, obviously, a lot of
reasons why we should do it, in addition perhaps to a down side.
But I want to call to your attention again that I t hink it' s
very important that this process, this legislative process be
opened up, b e o p ened up more to the public than i t p e rh a p s
presently is and we' re already called the most accountable and
most accessible state Legislature in the country. I think the
process itself is misunderstood. There is no one's fault, no
one is to blame necessarily. I t ' s a v e r y complicated process
involving hundreds of people, hundreds of contingencies and
options, thousands of ideas and it's very difficult for p eop l e
on the outside to understand fully the intricacies of our
system. I would like to have it opened up more and I think this
is an effort to do just that. This has been very important to
me wh i l e I h av e been in this Legislature. I don ' t w a n t . . . I
don't want it to make excuses for what we do or w hat w e d on ' t
do, what...I want it to show the players and the process and the
law itself. So that's all, remove the m ystery, make i t
available to service clubs, make it available to schools. Some
would argue that this Legislature gets enough news attention
already, enough media attention. I w o u l d u rg e you t o stop
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