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become budget busters and I don't think we want to d o t h at
either. So I lay that out solely as a frame' of reference to
give you a little bit of guidance. I 'm not h a v i n g a ny e as i e r
time making this decision than you are but, at this point, it is
appropriate and it is prudent, I think, to at least override the
a ging money. Th ank y o u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u. Sena t or Labedz, f o l l o wed by
S enator Kor sho j .

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Mr. President. I r i s e i n s u p por t o f
the veto override of LB 1031 in the section of the Commission on
Aging. I have to set my priorities also and, believe it or not,
this is number one and it's number one priority for me. I
received many, many calls over the weekend, in fact, w hen I g o t
home on Friday night my husband had already received 18 c al l s .
Some of the things that had been brought up when we discussed
this before was the minimum wage increase schedule f or
implementat i o n o n A p r i l 1 , 199 0 w i l l al so h a v e a n e g a t i v e i m p ac t
o n t he ag e n c y 's bu dg e t and I'm getting these facts from the
Eastern Nebraska Office on Aging. And the initial figures for
the three months period in the budget year reflect a $10,502
increase in services costs. This problem will compound for the
agency when the second minimum wage phase of 4.25 per hour is
implemented next fiscal year. Approximately 90 days ago, t h e
Eastern Nebraska Office on Aging placed the homemaker program on
a hold status. T o date, there are over 175 clients and that' s
been a month ago, so I don't know if that's been i ncreased an d
I 'm sure it has because we have that many waiting for service.
In addition, all current clients have received a cu t - b ack in
hours o f ser vi ce . Many of the people in my district in South
Omaha, and I think Senator Hall and I are running a contes t a s
to who has the most elderly in their district, and in the past I
have be e n nu m b er one in South Omaha, a nd ther e a r e many v e r y
frail clients that could use the additional hours in o rder f o r
the agency to m aintain them at a safer and more comfortable
level. The Home Health Aid Program was placed on h old 30 d ay s
ago so that should be about,o h, 50 d ay s n ow . A nd t he E a s t e r n
Nebraska Office on Aging currently has a waiting list of many,
many older Americans. In addition of hours of service, that in
all phases has been reduced for many of the clients. All of
these clients, as I mentioned before, are in frail health and
would benefit more from at least two visits a week, es p e c i a ll y
when t he i r ca re abilities are at that level. I have z si st er
that, in her middle seventies, that is almost totally blind now
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