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Board. T hey are not statutory or legally binding upon t h i s
body. B y t he s ame t ok en , we have, at least since the projection
b oard w a s est ab l i s h e d , we have accepted those figures as being
the figures which the Legislature and t he G o ve rnor , f o r that
matter, would abide by. I n my op i n i o n , i t i s c er t a i n l y t he
desirable thing to do, even though statutorily we could assume,
if we wish to, we could assume that there was going to be a
different level of receipts than what is being projected, but
that certainly, in my opinion at least, would b e a ve r y
hazardous thing to do as I don't know that the 49 of u s c ou l d
come up w ith a single figure on which all of us could concur.
So I would urge, as you consider overrides, that careful thought
is given that we do not place oursel ve s i n t he po si t i on of
making overrides to get us below that legally minimum required
r eserve o f 3 pe r c e n t . As you know, that will be a moving figure
as 3 percent of the appropriations. As the appropriations go up
as required by vetoes, then so will the dollar amount go up
e qual t o 3 pe r cen t reserve. With the override of the small
amount, why it hardly would show, but i f i t ' s a ve r y l a r ger
amount or large amount, then it would havea definite impact.
And, with those comments, the Appropriations Committee does
recommend that the one override be made on 1039 (sic) for the
r easons I ea r l i e r stated but primarily t hat t he r e wa s a
deficiency by definition caused by increases in local costs for
those programs that could not and was not anticipated a year ago
when the biennial budget was established.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u. Di scu ssi on . Senator Smith,
followed by Senators Scofield and Hall.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Mr. S p e aker . Members of the body,
first of all, I would like to thank the Appropriations Committee
for recognizing the importance of the override. I t t r u l y i s an
emergency situation and, if you recall, when I talked with you
about this on the floor and we were able to add the additional
money i n on t h e floor, the Appropriations Committee was not
aware o f o n e o f t h e i ssues su r r o u n d i n g the need for t h at
i ncrease and t h a t w a s ...one of them was the federal minimum wage
increase that's going to be required and that's cumulative and
going to result in about $255,000 of th e am ount that we ' r e
asking for. The other one was that federal cut in funding which
would t ake p l ace i n Ju l y and , be l i ev e m e , this truly is an
emergency becaus< of the fact that when you talk about it isn' t
just the emergency f or t h e a r ea ag en c i e s , t hey w i l l g o on
surviving. What it is is an emergency that's going to exist for
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