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PRESIDENT: Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, Mr. President,and members of the body, I
support the Conway amendment. A little of the history of the
recommendation that came from Widmayer and Associates. Most
members of the c ommissionwere v er y pl eased with t he
recommendation they saw from Widmayer and Associates with one
exception, and t h er e was discomfort with the fact that the
community colleges were, to a large degree, left out. The
rationalization was, well, you don't have much choice because of
the property tax provision in our Constitution, that you must
either repeal the Duis amendment, w hich you couldn' t d o , or you
must fund the state colleges entirely at the state level, which
you can do but it is a very expensive proposition and one that
would not meet with a lot of support. What the commission had
opted for then was some type of voluntary coordination. I t h i n k
what Senator Conway has for us here is something that frankly we
had no t con s i d er ed and I think is a good, good idea, makes a
good idea better. S o I think it ought t o b e ado p t e d and I
c ommend S e n a t o r C onway f or br i ng i n g the amendment, and
appreciate h i s c oncerns and i nt e r e s t and ur ge t he b o d y t o
support the Conway amendment.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y ou . Senator Warner, o r S enator Conway, would
you like to close on your amendment, please.

SENATOR CONWAY: Thank you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t . Again, I'd like to
say it is very clear. I t i s b a s i c a l l y t h e con c ept w e t a l k e d
about t he ot he r day and during the d iscussion relative to
procedures again it was discussed. I think that one of t he
concerns that some people had,now whether this adds votes to
2 39, I do n ' t kn ow . I t hi nk i t doe s make 239 , i f , i n f act , 239
is to b e t h e fu ture for the higher education in the State of
Nebraska, what this does do is make sure that the community
colleges are part of the coordination process. Again, i t doe s
not change their governance structure, per se. Tha t wi l l be
left alone as LR 239 had intended, but it does bring them in
under the coordinative aspect of that particular bill. S o w i t h
that, I offer the amendment.

PRESIDENT: Thank you . The question is the adoption of the
Conway amendment. All those in favor vote ay e , opp o sed nay.Have you al l v o t ed'? R ecord, Mr . C l e rk , pl e a s e .

CIERK: 33 a yes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of Senator
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