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the rule be suspended to permit the amendment by Senator Conway
t o be t a ken up t o L R 2 39 .

P RESIDENT: Tha n k y o u . Senator Withem is next, but may. . .okay,
Senator McFarland, then Senator Wesely, but may I i n t r o d uc e a
couple of guests of Senator Scott Moore first. Under t h e so u t h
balcony, Jane Graff of Seward, would you p l ea s e r i se . Thank
you. And Dr . El don M eye r who is President of the Nebraska
District Lutheran Church, M issour i Syno d . A lso, D r . M e y e r ,
would y o u p l ea s e r i se. Thank you for visiting us today.
Senator Wesely, please.

S ENATOR WESELY: T h ank y o u . Let me rise in objection to the way
we are handling this issue and this constitutional amendment,
both for this bill a nd f o r t h e ne x t on e . Let's think this
through a l ittle bit b ecause w e h ave p rov i si on s i n ou r
Constitution that provide for any legislation to have to be
before us for a certain number of days before it can b e t aken
up. We amended a bill last Thursday and now we are going to be
considering it after this, and xt has only been before us for a
matter of days. Senator Warner just talked about when they get
done typing up some amendment and bringing it down or something
and passing it out so we can all look at it for a few minutes
before we vote on it, we are amending the Constitution o f t h i s
state, a C onstitution that should be rarely amended, I think,
and should be done with great questioning and I hope wit h som e
forethought so that we understand that when a Constitution is
amended it is there for a long, long time. And s l i g h t wor d i ng
changes, slight problems that might occur because of lack of
attention to detail on constitutional amendments c an h a un t u s
f or not on l y year s but de c a des , as we have seen wi t h t he
Initiative 300, which I supported, but which had some drafting
errors. We are still suffering from some of the problems. As a
result, we have yet been unable to amend that legislation. Now
we are trying to do in the last hour, not only the eleventh
hour, but it is close to midnight, we are about to try again to
deal with an issue with amendments and fu r t h e r c h a nges t ha t i f
t his was a bill we would never be possible to handle. And
legislation we can amend. We can come back next year if we have
a problem and amend it, but if we make an e rro r t od ay i n t h e
next few minutes, in the next few hours on this issue, we could
be paying a price far into the future. I s i mpl y t h i n k i t is
wrong, and there is another thing that we have to keep in mind
on constitutional amendments. You have no oppor t u n i t y f or t he
Governor t o v et o if she or he finds an error. I f we have
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