
A pri l 9 , 1 9 9 0 LB 1124

that at this time problems have b e e n cau se d by t he u se of
methanol blends. If you will check the h andbook i n y o u r
automobile, you will find that virtually all of them will refer
to the fact that they can use ethanol blended fuels, but they
cannot use methanol blended fuels. What is even more important,
ladies and gentlemen, i s that there is no me t hano l - b a s ed
production in Nebraska. You make methanol out of natural gas.
You make methanol out of coal. You do not make methanol f rom
agricultural products. Every state in the Union has its own
drum to beat, so to speak. We, in Ne b r a s k a , a re pr odu ce r s of
commodities. That is the business of this state. I t i s a
mult i b i l l i on dol l a r b usi n e s s . A bi l l i on bu s h e l s o f commodities
are pr od u c ed i n t h i s state annually, and it is a substantial
business. We are trying to encourage an industry that wil l
utilize a part of that production, a part of that capacity to
produce. We need to do more in that area. We need t o be t he
leaders of this area, not the followers. We need to be the head
of the cat, not the tail and, ladies and gentlemen, we have been
there. We have brought the United States of American kicking
and screaming, against their objections, into t he b u si n e s s o f
cleaner petroleum fuels. When I introduced 771, 776 in 1971, I
would like to have it here today to r ead th e p r e amble . I sai d
because t he r e wou l d o ne da y be un l ea d e d gas o l i n e , we can
increase the octane of gasoline by the use of ethanol blends and
we can pr ov i d e a b e t t er , cleaner product. Ladies and gentlemen,
that was a long time before there was ever any indication that
there wou l d be a shortage of gasoline and that there would be
unleaded gasoline, that there would b e a maj o r c once r n with.".lean air. But in 1971, this Legislature started down the road
toward a program today which is accepted by all pa rts of t h e
United States. We have been in the forefront. W hy today shou l d
we knuckle under , b o w down, and scrape and kiss the boots of the
petroleum industry who h av e b e e n ou r opponent t he se p a st
35 years? Th e y h a v e s u c c e eded, t h e y su c c e e ded i n t he t went i e s ,
they succeeded in the thirties, they succeeded in the forties.
They were able to close down a 90,000 gallon per d ay et h a n o l
plant in Omaha, Nebraska in the forties and sell it for junk.

. .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHNIT : . . .because they had the political muscle to do
so. They didn't want the competition, ladies and g e n t l e men.
Today t h e y ar e d o i n g the same thing to you now based upon
t echni c a l i t i es w h i c h I can ' t exp l ai n , shucks no . I make no
b ones ab o u t t h at . But, ladies and gentlemen, let me tell you
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