April 9, 1990 LB 1124

rowers wanted 3.1. The reason for 2.7, |adies

|gs because it allows for the use of NTBE, Which"’i‘gd 8?Qé'uecn,;§”5y

the petroleumindustry, principally fromnatural gas ypich is

of course, a derivative of coal. \wen you opt for the 2.7, yod

are fronting for the petroleum jndustry which is what of

course, some people want to do, hopefully, nqgne on the floor
u

of this legislature. | would hope that you wo recogni ze t hat
there is a major, there is a major contest going here. I f ou
go for the 2.7, you axe, in all practicality, rujning the market
for ethanol. Therew || be no ethanol devel opnment™ and you are

msled if you bel i eve ot herw se. Andyseconc“y’ when you get to
the second ﬁaragraph fromthe bottom of the page, reference to a
review of the inpressive history of the growth 4f {he ethanol
industry in Nebraska, |adies and gentlemen, the petrol eum
Industry had not hi ng to do wth that. The reason vou have e
industry in Nebraska today is because this Legislature, in 19I7i1,
passed LB 776, signed into | aw by Governor Exon. on the fl oor
of the Congress, Congressman Thone carried | egislation for years

which made it possible for the federal government to get
involved in this.  The petroleumindustry has fought it all ~of
the way. They continue to fight it today,  gndthey do so . ver
effectively. Ladi es and gentlenen, if youare dgoing to Iiste%

to this letter and change your vote in a matter of several days,

based upon this letter, then | w sh you would listen to \pnat |
am saying heretoday. Many of you are relatively new on this
floor. You do not know the history of the ethanol industry in
this state. In 1971, it was soundly and roundly argued and
opposed by the petroleumindustry. |n '73, four andfive when
they were short of fuel, they enbraced ethanol and bragged about

their ethanol bl ended fuels because there was gy shortage of it
ana they were in deep trouble. Thenas they came along_ and
devel oped a gl ut ofpetroleumagain, thanksto the Si xtﬂ Fl eet
protecting the Gulf of Hormuz, we find that they now discover
t hat ethanol is no |onger necessary to themand they are on a
crash course to devel op BE and ot hef types of what they call
“refornul ated gasolines"”, which means no ethanol . The last

paragraph says it would appear that the bill would preclude phe
use of ETBE as an additive. |adies and gentl|enen, once again,
do not be misled that the petroleumindustry gives a darn gpout

the devel opnment of ETBE. They want to develop NTBE,not ETBE.

The ETBE industry is along way from having a marketable
product. Once_ again, Nebraska is inthe forefront of that
development. The Nebraska Ethanol Authority has made an

i nvestment in an ETBE plant and probably will do another one,
but it will be years, several years, gt | east, before we have
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