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an overall reduction in teen pregnancy and birth, not )ust igen
abortion, is a very inpressivestatistic. Nebraska currently
makes no provision for parental know edge, reflection tine,

discussion or consent regarding their child's abortion
decisions. W thout the advice and counsel of their parents,

wi thout the...proper nedical history often needed byt eenagers
wi t hout the | ove and gui dance of fanily menbers, children today
are often at risk of exploitations. The requirenent of parental
notification is a veryninimal requirement. parents of mnors
are notified of much | ess ma)or incidences such as accidents

i Ilnesses at school, failing grades or misbehavior.
Furthernore, the law of informed consent requires parental
approval before any nedical or surgical procedure can be
performed on a minor. I n one critical medical rocedure,
however, parents in Nebraska are denied any rol e what soever,
even their right to know. That is the abortion decision.
Physically, mnors who aphort their first pregnancy encounter
greater risks of corplications jn future pregnancies.

Psychol ogically, minors are nuch nore susceptible thanolder
women to postabortion syndrome jncluding anxiety, depression
guilt and regret. Andwith abortions becom ngnore 8ommn at
earlier stages, ages, teens run the risk of resorting to
abortion nmore than once before noving out of their teen years.
The Legislature has recognised time and tinme again that it has a
legitimate role in regulating the activities

Al cohol cannot be purchased by anyoneunder o{heygéjg%fpggpleb‘
person nust be 16 years of age to obtain a license to drive.

m nor under age 17 cannot get married w thout parental consent
and a student is required to attend school until age 16. vetwe
allow a child to obtain an abortion w thout even telling one
her parents. The interest which the state will protect with
this |egislation includes, nunber one, protection of the minor
from her own |rrprudent declSlon,nunber t wo, protection of the

famly as a viable unit in society, protection of parental
rights of aut horityover their mror children and nunber four,

and lastly, protection of the mnor's health by enabling parents

to supply essential medical jnformation to the hysi ci an
performng the abortion and allow parents to ensure thattheir
daughter receives appropriate followup nmedical care. s U.S.
Suprene Court Justice Stewart (phonetic) has stated,tﬁere can

be little doubt, and this is fromthe U.S. Supreme Court

Justice, there can pe little doubt that the state furthers
a...constitutionally perm ssible end by encouragi ng an unmarried
pregnant nminor to seek the help and advice of her parents in
making the very important decision whether or not to bear a
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