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contracts and buil di ng export narkets. Export narkets is really
where it's at and that is where the focus of our econonic
devel opnent =~ should be. Boyle makes the foll owi ng
reconmendations in fostering business expansion. Establish a
formal, federal procurenent assistance program jp cooperation
«ith the state and the state's congressional delegation. Tpe
federal government procurement isS g |ucrative market. Many
smal | and mi ddl e-size conpanies are unawareof this market;
despite the incentives designed to encourage their
participation. Many conpanies are unwilling to go througﬁ t he
conplicated process involved in applying for overnment
contracts. Boyle's recommendations suggest that the Chanber
assign a staff person to assist |ocal conpanies in preparing
b'ds and act as a |iaison between congressional and Nebraska
Departnent of Econonic Devel opment staffs. They also should
establish an export devel opnent programto assist businesses
interested in gaining or expanding export markets for their
products. ~ About two-thirds of all exports represent market
opportunities for the average American Business. The most
recent year detailed state |evel manufacturing export data is
avai l abl e and that's only available from1984. Andin that year
Nebraska had 5 percent of total U.S. exports. Nota very good
record, and ranked 35th anong the 50 states. \yehave talked a

I ot about Nebraska's positioning in many areas but very faw in
sonme of the markets that are available andvery little ranking
is paid attention to. We inmplement a Buy Nebraska program to
generate nore businesses for area firns, || ow ng themto expand
operations and increase enpl oynent.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR PI RSCH: We had a Buy Nebraska pronotion at nyconpany
which worked very well.  In fact, people are always amazed at
the variety of products that Nebraska producesright here and
it's always a good deci sion when you're | ooking at pg oduct s

your grocer's shelves to mmke ~ ertain that you cannot pick a
Nebraska product. | have nore to say on this subject and | will
continue with ny light on.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. sSepator Labedz, followed by Senator
Wesely, Langford, Byars and Pirsch. senator Labedz.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Mr. President. senator Pirsch, |
admi re what you're doing. | don't know what it s put | got
mysel f excused but when I heard you on the speaker, |
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