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this body failed to pay our taxes upon tine, we would then be
found guilty of a felony and, of course, that means you can no
| onger hold office, you cannot vote, and a whol e nunber of other

serious situations. | understand Senator Byars introduced ipig
bill in response to a ﬁi peline case, and he was trying to
encourage the payment of those taxes by an individual conpany, g

very laudable goal, but jt |ooks to me as if we used a
four-pound sl edge to kill an ant, gnd | think that we have gone
way overboard in this instance. | would hope that the first act
of the 1991 Legislature would be to repeal this act, snd1 would
hope that in the nmeantinme that none of ;s are going to find
ourselves victimzed by this, and, certainly, when | say that |
mean that | hope none of our constituents in the State of
Nebraska are going to find thenselves penalized by this act.
This also carries the energency cl ause. Ladi es and gent| emen,
if that isn't bad enough, | don't know what nore you coul d do.
| think it is inportant to know, and | have checked with nost of
the county treasurers in ny area, Iin fact with all of them.
Most tinmes the people in my district and in your districts, | am
sure, w |l pay their taxes if, in fact, they have the noney to
an them There are times they do not have the money, and |
now the bill says, wi|lfully fails. What does that mean? |t
means that if you do not pay “the taxes, you have...you are
subject to the penalty because, as has been explained to ne,
that if you have property you ought to be ggle to borrow the
money to pay the taxes. Ladies and gentlenen, many times in the
past 10years during the difficult tjinmes that we were in in
agriculture and business, there were individuals who coyid not
pay their taxes. They did not have clearable property. The)é

still had equity but there was no way they could pay those taxe

and | do not believe we should have this kind of 5 gstatute on
the books. | think it is terrible,npre than that, | think it
is an abonmination that this has never, ever been publicized in
the press. Peopl e do not even know the bill has been passed.
They do not know what we have done to them andasa result very
likely will find themselves jp situation of e

enbarrassment, and perhaps even worse gecause o] tRe passagéi &P
thxs bill. | do not condenn the introducer of the bill. I

understand he was trying to call attention to a very serious
probl em a probl emwhere a specific conpany had ' ngjcated they
woul d not pay certain taxes due. | understand that that problem
has been resolved, will be resolved, but during the period of
time that we have gone through in the last tpree, or four r
five years, we have introduced and passed into | aw nany bi?ls
that inpacted upon the way individuals are required to be taxed,
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